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“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,  

to them who are the called according to his purpose.” - Romans 8:28 

 

1. “God Works in Mysterious Ways”… 
a. Only when the will of God is hidden to you & you search for it in the detail of your life 
b. If we walk by faith, not by sight (2Cor 5:7), then you have to find God’s will in the Bible 
c. Yet, for many people the flesh dies hard…when the seemingly impossible happens resulting 

in something amazing & favorable = “It’s a God thing!” 
i. Careful not to blasphemesaying something about God that is not true or 

attributing something to him that he didn’t do 
ii. If God didn’t say he did it, what gives you the authority to say he did? 
iii. Only a “God thing” when it is what God has said he is doing in his word rightly divided 

d. But when unexplainable bad things happen, they say* “God has a reason…” (*with a shrug) 
i. This implies they don’t know what that reason is 
ii. Assumption=God caused the evil or not protected you from it (quote Gen50:20 here) 
iii. Rom 8:28a is ignorantly used to comfort when life has obstacles, setbacks, 

inconveniences, & tragedies giving excuses to justify what happened: 
1. “God’s trying to teach you something,” “He’s trying to get your attention,” etc. 

e. There IS a reason bad things happen, & you can know it, & know it before it even happens 
 

2. Bad Things Happen Because of God’s Grace 
a. God is not mad at you—Ro 5:1. He’s not imputing trespasses today—2Co 5:19. He’s offering 

grace to sinners, terms of peace & reconciliation to his enemies (all humanity)—Rom 5:8-10. 
b. He’s not cursing you. He’s not afflicting you like Job. He’s not testing you. He’s not pouring 

out his wrath or punishing you or anybody else today, which means… 
c. Sin abounds from sinful humanity (Rom 5:12) living in a sin cursed world (Gal 1:4) whose God 

is the devil (2Cor 4:4) 
d. All those sinful, evil deeds and people need & ultimately will be punished – 2Thes 1:6-10 
e. BUT in order for God to pour out his wrath, he must first stop offering grace to the world. 
f. So until that time comes God wants us to walk according to his will – 2Thes 1:11-12 
g. As long as God is withholding wrath to stop evil & is dispensing grace, sinners can be saved. 

 
3. God Has Provided Everything You Need by Grace to Do His Will in a Present Evil World 



a. God has revealed an eternal plan and purpose that is greater than any of us, and yet God has 
saw fit to save individual sinners like you and me, and he has left us here in this sin-filled 
world to help carry out that purpose. 

b. AND he has considered what we would need to best do that and made provision for us 
according to his will 

c. Grace is sufficient for us to be able to rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in every thing give 
thanks, and to have God’s peace – 1Thes 5:16-18; Phi 4:1, 4:4, 4:6-9; Rom 8:18, 23, 25-32, 35-
39 

d. God has provided you with his own power & life to bear the fruits of his Spirit in the face of 
any scenario this world or the next can conjure against you. This is the will of God for you! 

e. How can you possibly lose… 
i. knowing you are inseparable from the creator God of the universe 
ii. knowing all your sins are forgiven by God’s own blood shed for you 
iii. knowing that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to 

the glory that shall be revealed in you through Christ in heavenly places for eternity 
iv. praising God & thanking God for giving you the privilege of performing his will in this 

life to see the power of Christ work effectually in you & others – none of whom 
deserve it – but by the grace of God have the opportunity to shine God’s truth and 
light as his ambassadors striving to make all men see even in this evil world what is 
the fellowship of the mystery that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus 

f. Rom 8:28—Things work together for good according to his purpose: not ours or this world’s 
g. Phi 1:21—Remaining here amongst the sin & trouble allows Paul to continue performing the 

will of God: 
i. Souls are saved. The body of Christ is edified. Christ’s strength is made perfect by his 

testimony of grace to others amidst our own weaknesses. 
ii. All of this has both a present and eternal impact. 

h. Yes. God has a reason.o those who love God & are called according to his purpose, all things 
work together for good in glory, which is our hope and which is God’s will. 


