
Session 3: God’s perfect plan for your life … starts with ending yours. 
“[God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”  - 1 Timothy 2:4 

 

1. Introduction 
a. Review: The search is over, God’s will is revealed & the mystery of his will does not require you… 
b. Session 3 seeks to establish God's will is perfect, for everyone – you are not special (inclusivity) 
c. In Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV), we read “...I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 
d. This verse is perhaps the most oft used prooftext in support of the search for God’s will 
e. It gives support to the popular expression: “God has a perfect plan for your life…” 
f. Overview: 1) the expression/confusion, 2) a truth about God’s will commonly misunderstood, 3) a Pauline 

verse bringing clarity, & 4) how this clarity helps you participate in God’s will. 
 

2. The Expression & Deception: “God has a perfect plan for your life…” 
a. Let’s begin by breaking down the verse & expression to see how people fall prey to it: 

i. Q: Whose plan is it? A: This is God’s plan, not yours → Speaks to its holy, justified nature (w/o question) 
ii. Q: Who is this plan for? A: You, not anyone else → Speaks to its special, unique nature (w/o equal) 

iii. Q: What is the end state? A: Your prosperity → Speaks to your hope & future on earth (my life) 
 

b. This is a perfect plan, right? It’s as if God was speaking right to your heart… 
c. Only one question remains: How do you know it? What wilt God have you to do? (Ac 9:6; 1 Cor 2:9) 
d. The equivocation: Though unknown, his plan will be: (1) perfect for you & (2) glorify God 
e. “Follow your heart” theology. God led Solomon (1 Kg 10:24), Nehemiah (Neh 2:12, 7:5), Artaxerxes (Ezr 7:27) 

& Titus (2 Cor 8:16) the same way → Trust & follow, they say…(After all…Prov 16:1,9; Ps 21:2; 37:4-5) 
f. Lest we forget, let us remember what God’s word says of man’s thoughts/heart: Jer 17:9; Eph 2:1-3 
g. The Problem. Ignorance of God’s plan leaves you subject to yours (Phil 2:21) 
h. How serious is this sort of ignorance & deception?   

i. For the short-sighted & immature. It’s a self-inflicted wound at best & unfriendly fire at worst 
ii. For ye that are spiritual. There is no equivocation, this sort of sanctified self-infatuation is perfectly fatal 

to Christ in you; perfectly destructive to the BoC – no transformation, no charity (Eph 4:13-16; 17-19) 
 

3. The Truth: God really does have a perfect plan for your life… 
a. This expression is not wholly wrong-headed…we must make a clear positive case for this plan’s perfection 
b. Truth: God’s perfect plan isn’t just for you; it’s perfect for everyone… AND…it starts with ending yours. 
c. The perfect plan. God will have all men to be saved & all men come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4) 

 

i. The perfect pattern. When Christ Jesus appeared, Paul’s perfect life ended (1 Tim 1:15-16; Phil 3:4-8) 

ii. The perfect question. “Lord, what wilt thou…?” is when his part in God’s perfect will began (Ac 9:6) 

iii. The perfect gospel. ALL are commended/committed the same glorious gospel (1 Tim 1:11; 2 Tim 1:10) 

iv. The perfect promise. ALL life, truth & eternal glory is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 1:1; Ti 1:2) 

v. The perfect problem. ALL men are sinners, ALL die w/o hope, ALL need salvation (1 Tim 1:15) 

vi. The perfect Saviour. God is our Saviour; Jesus is our Saviour; Jesus is God (1 Tim 2:3; 2 Tim 1:10) 

vii. The perfect work. ALL men are mediated for & ransomed by Jesus Christ (1 Tim 2:5-6; 2 Cor 5:14) 

viii. The perfect time. ALL men, ALL sin, ALL grace, ALL longsuffering, testified at the right time (1 Tim 2:6) 

ix. The perfect truth. ALL are to come to the same truth, not just theirs (Eph 4:21; 2 Tim 3:16; Cf. 2:15) 

x. The perfect life. ALL found in Christ, conformed to his death, quickened by his life (Phil 3:9-10) 

xi. The perfect union. ALL are members of the same body, not one above another (1 Cor 12:25; Eph 4:3) 

xii. The perfect participation. ALL contribute as every joint supplies by effectual grace/truth (Eph 4:15-16) 

xiii. The perfect end. ALL grown up into the Head – charity out a pure heart (1 Tim 1:5; Eph 4:13-15) 

xiv. The perfect conclusion. “I am crucified w/ Christ” → he wants all men saved & edified (Gal 2:20; 6:15) 

xv. The perfect prayer. Not what wilt thou have me to do, but please help me to see it done! (1Tim 2:1-2) 
 

d. Conclusion: God has a perfect plan for his life in you. 


