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“Having made known unto the mystery of his will…” – Ephesians 1:9 

 

1. God’s Will vs. Christianity 

a. Everybody knows he has one, but nobody knows what it is! So they’re all looking for it. 

b. New Christians have to learn it, but the lifelong search for it is not what God intends. 

c. Wanting to know God’s will is good. Remaining ignorant of it is bad.  

d. You can know God’s will (Eph 5:17) and stand perfect and complete in it (Col 4:12) 

e. The ironies surrounding God’s will in Christianity today: 

i. People ignorant of it are zealously looking for something that’s already been found 

ii. The few people who know it often lack the zeal & motivation to do anything about it 

 

2. Prevailing Ignorance of God’s Will 

a. Confusion comes from extra-biblical influences, mishandling scripture, & bad preaching. 

b. “Lifelong spiritual journey” – the most pagan, but also biblical – Luk 9:3, Mat 6 

c. “Waiting on the Lord” (to reveal his will) – most outdated – Ps 130:5, 27:14, 37:9; Lam 3:26 

d. “Seeking the will of the Lord” – direct instruction all over the Bible – Deu 4:29-31, 1Chr 28:9, 

John 5:30, Luk 11:9, Mat 6:33, Heb 11:6, Dan 9:3-10, 1Ki 19:11-15 

e. “Lord willing” – most popular & fatalistic; abused from Paul – 1Co 4:19, 16:7; Ro 1:10, 15:32  

f. “God works in mysterious ways” – his will can’t be understood – Is 45:15, 55:8-9; Mic 4:12 

 

3. God’s Will Has Been Revealed 

a. God’s will was not always known, but we now can know it – 1Cor 2:16, Eph 1:8-9 

b. Specific verses in scripture make it clear – 1Tim 2:4, 1Thes 5:18, 1Thes 4:3, et al 

c. God’s will is more than just the verses that use the phrase – God’s will concerns his intended 

purpose, what he wants, what he is doing, what pleases him – Eph 3:10-11, 2Tim 1:9-10 

d. The revelation of the mystery of Christ = the revelation of God’s manifold wisdom and will 

e. Paul’s admonition is to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will – Col 1:9 

i. You can’t be filled with knowledge of something unknown 

ii. Paul clearly expects you to have access to this knowledge and be filled with it 

f. Knowledge of God’s will comes from the wisdom & spiritual understanding revealed in the 

mystery of Christ given to Paul – Col 1:25-28, 2:2-3  

g. Understanding God’s will requires understanding the Bible rightly divided. 

h. You can know God’s will clearly & certainly 


