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“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy  

of the vocation wherewith ye are called” – Ephesians 4:1 

 

1. How do you do? 

a. It is natural for people to define others by what they do, but how does God see people? 

b. God defines who you are having already given you an identity in Him 

c. What you do does not define who you are  Who you are should drive what you do 

d. You must know who you are before you can know how to walk as that 

 

2. God Gives You Your Identity   Your Calling (what God calls you) – 2Tim 1:9, Eph 1:18 

a. Most of Christianity has God’s calling wrong (i.e., they make it the same as leading; or make it 

circumstantial & individual; or citizens in Israel’s kingdom & partakers of their covenants) 

b. Called to be in Christ (not in Adam) – 1Co 1:9, Eph 1:1,3,4,6,7,9,10,11,12,13,15,20, 2:11-13 

c. Called to be saints/holy (set apart for God’s work) – 1Cor 1:2, 1Thes 4:7, Eph 1:5-6&13, 2:21 

d. Called to be free (from law, sin, death, condemnation; to serve God) – Ro 8:2, Ep 1:7, 2:14-15 

e. Called to be spiritual (not carnal) – Rom 8:1&9, 1Cor 2:10-13, Eph 1:3, 2:1-5, 3:16-19 

f. Called to be a son of God (heir of glory w/Christ) – Ro 8:16-17, Ep 1:11&14, 2:7&19, 3:6&12 

g. Called to be an ambassador of grace (stewards) – 2Co 5:20, 1Co 4:1-2, Col 1:25-27, Eph 3:9 

h. Called to be members one of another (communion in one body) – 1Co 12:12, Ep 4:4&25  

 

3. Key Definitions 

a. Vocation – def. Calling; summons, designation to particular state, and… 

i. Occupation=that which engages the time & attention; the principal business of one’s life 

ii. Employment = that which engages the head or hands; agency or service for another 

b. Worthy – def.  can be one of two different definitions: 

i.  Deserving; equal to; possess value or excellence of qualities – Ro 1:32, 8:18, Rev 4:11 

ii. OR, Suitable; fitting; aligned with; in accordance with – Mat 22:1-8, Luke 3:8, Eph 4:1 

 

4. Walking Worthy of the Vocation 

a. Walking worthy is not proving ourselves to be excellent, but rather walking in accordance to 

that which God made us to be, walking as who he made us. That is the worthy walk. 

b. The point of Eph. Ch. 4 is to align your mind w/how the body of Christ is supposed to work 

and therefore how you are to operate as a member of it – Eph 4:14-16 (this is the vocation) 

c. When we do not walk as he made us, then we are not living according to what we know and 

so are not in line with what he made us by his grace. 



d. The worthy walk follows after the understanding – Eph 4:18, 4:20-21, 5:21 (Phi 2:2-5) 

e. Paul gives instruction in righteousness for when you need to know that, but walking worthy 

is not focused on the specific behaviors, but on what drives them: the why behind the what 

f. The reason we show love, walk in unity & peace toward each other is because of the 

vocation God gave us – not merely a job, but everything you are, your identity 

g. To have the mind of Christ towards other members of the same body is to see them as Christ 

sees both you & them – Eph 5:29-30 (remember, Paul’s talking about the church – Eph 5:32) 

h. This fellowship we have with each other, this communion in Christ, makes us more than 

colleagues or coworkers, but members one of another – Rom 12:4-5, 1Cor 12:12-27 

i. And since Christ is the head over all, none are superior, there is no hierarchy in the body, this 

is why there is no male, female, bond, free, Jew, Greek: we’re all equal – Gal 3:28, Col 3:11 

j. How you think about yourself directly impacts how you relate to other people: 

k. Can’t say I don’t like him or I am better than her. We are both sinners who were saved by 

grace into a body with Christ as our common head 

l. Everyone who is not in the body are potential members so this love extends to all. 

m. Performing prescribed acts without the right reason why denies your identity in Christ, puts 

you under a law of your own mind, and is not a worthy walk.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


