
Session 3: You are a saint (sanctification) – Romans 6 (our motivation, position, will) 
 

1. Introduction 
a. What is a saint? Who makes one? What are the steps to becoming one, and when? 
b. Catholicism: (1) Die (2) Become a Servant (3) Prove Heroic Virtue (4) Miracle #1 (5) #2   
c. The Pope’s “New Path to Sainthood” (2017): laying down life for friends (Jn15:13), not enemies 
d. Reason: “current categories…insufficient for…all possible cases” Amen! Let’s move on… 
e. Ever wondered: “What does God want me to be?” or said “I am just a sinner, saved by grace”? 
f. These procedures & questions come from a misunderstanding of our sanctified position in Christ  
g. Ignorance of our sanctified position in Christ affects: our motivation, will, service to God  
h. It makes the cross w/o effect, keeps one under the dom of sin, hinders the gospel, alienates us from the 

life of God, makes us reprobate to every good work, keeps you immature, receiving God’s grace in vain, 
weakens the BoC, denies the power of the resurrection, leaves you a servant of sin, conformed to the 
world and not to Christ, which is a denial of the entire will of God.  How terrible! 

 
2. Definition: What is Sanctification? Who are saints? 

a. God is Holy (Lev19:2): as are his purposes (2Ti1:9), places (Ex3:5; 15:17), people (Ex19:6) & words 
b. (Ex 13:2,12) When God sets something apart for his purpose, it is “sanctified” it is “holy”  
c. (Ex40:13; Lev16:6; 21:6,8) Ministers were atoned, anointed: sanctified for service (i.e. enlisted) 
d. Sanctification def.~ (generic) to sanctify, make sacred, holy; to set apart for God’s holy purpose 
e. Saint def.~ one sanctified unto God: OT Israel (Ps106:16), NT Israel (1Pe1:2) & the BoC (1Cor1:2) 

 
3. Position: How is it accomplished in this dispensation? 

a. (1Cor1:6,30; 3:16-17; 6:11) Thru the operation of God in us: Christ is made our sanctification 
b. (Eph1:13; 2Th2:13-14) From translation (Col1:13) to presentation (1:22): God is faithful (Phil1:6) 
c. God’s will is your salvation (1Tim2:4) & sanctification (1Ths4:3-4): atoned, anointed for service 
d. Salvation & sanctification then, are twin positional truths, presently possessed by being in Christ 

 
4. Condition: What is the purpose? (Romans 6) 

a. If salvation is what you were saved from (death), sanctification is what you were saved for (life) 
b. The person asking: “Shall we continue in sin” differs from “how to perform” (Rom7:18), but how? 
c. A: The will. Where does the will to serve God come from?  What is our motivation to do x,y or z? 
d. Rom 6 lays the mind’s foundation: “how to possess your vessel (which is God’s) in sanctification” 
e. Rom 6 intros doctrine to conform your will: to evaluate, constrain, motivate, reckon, purpose 

i. (v.1 & 15) 2 Q’s used to address continuation… how do we live & who do we serve? 
ii. What shall we say (1Cor15:33)? A: (v.2-3) position reckoned, despite condition (v.16-18) 

f. Pay close attention to the terms of position, identity, union & possession of the believer… 
i. (2-6) crucified, buried, planted with Christ = dead to sin (conform to Christ’s death) 

ii. (7-10) freed, raised with Christ = alive unto God (conform to Christ’s resurrection) 
iii. (17-18, 22) servant of sin, but became a servant of righteousness by faith (1Cor15:1) 

g. (v.19-23) Note the eval. of previous servitude: infirmed, unclean, ashamed, unfruitful = dead 
h. Pay close attention to the statements appealing to the mind, power & motivation of the believer 

i. (4,6,12) “Knowing this…henceforth we should” walk, serve & obey God (2Cor5:14) 
 

5. Conclusion: To what end does this knowledge serve? 
a. (11-13) That there may be a RECKONING against the wages of sin by the gift of God:  

i. I was alienated from God, now united!; I was a sinner, now a saint!; I was a servant of sin, now of 
right!; I was unprofitable, now profitable (Phlm1:10)! 

ii. To constrain your heart, set your affections, change your motivation, purpose in your heart, continue 
in the faith, hold truth in righteousness, know/glorify/thank God, be enlightened, be wise, uphold 
God’s truth, be cleansed, honor/seek after God, worship God, yield unto God, serve righteousness, 
have fruit unto holiness, lay hold on eternal life, let grace reign & abound, be found in him, have 
pleasure in serving him, be who he made me to be, crucified with Christ! 


