
CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE MYSTERY 

THE FULNESS OF CHRIST 

 

 

 

1. Paul Glorifies Christ 
a. 1Cor 4:16, Phi 3:17 - Compare Peter vPaul, Paul’s epistles, apostle Paul, ...Paul Paul Paul 

b. “You make too much of Paul!”  “We should glorify Jesus not Paul”  
i. He wrote more NT books than any other (50% of all words after resurrection) 
ii. He is called the apostle of the Gentiles (Rom 11:13) 
iii. He is called a pattern for salvation  not the Saviour (1 Tim 1:16) 

iv. “Without Paul you do not have Christianity”, why? 
c. Paul points to/ glorifies Christ! “You make too much of the Bible. I follow Jesus!” 

i. In every epistle he calls himself a servant or apostle of Jesus Christ.  
ii. Paul mentions “Lord Jesus Christ” 4x more, Jesus Christ 3x more, grace 3x 

iii. Paul elevates Jesus above himself - Rom 16:27, Eph 3:14, Phi 2:9-11, Col 1:18 

iv. The deity of Christ is most clear in Paul’s epistles, salvation, resurrection, etc.  
v. The mystery is found in Paul’s epistles alone. (surprising consensus) 

 
2. The Mystery is of Christ 

a. Paul knew more about Christ than them all! Gal 2:6-7, 2 Cor 11:6 

i. He knew more because of the mystery revelations - 2 Cor 12:7, 2 Tim 2:7 
b. Most think all the Bible is about them  which makes it a closed book.  

c. “that’s not for us”, “rightly divide”, “mystery-prophecy” “things that differ” 
i. Be careful; we do not trust a system but a Saviour. Glasses don’t teach driving. 
ii. We preach Christ acc. to... we don’t preach the mystery - Rom 16:25 

iii. The mystery is of Christ and his cross - Eph 3:4, Col 4:3 
iv. It is the body of Christ and Christ in you - Eph 3:6, Col 1:27 

v. All treasures and wisdom are in the mystery of Christ - Col 2:1-3 

vi. A minister of Christ is a faithful steward of the mysteries of God - 1 Cor 4:1 
d. How do I convince people it is important? How do we persuade others to see? 

 
3. The Mystery More Excellent (not only different) 

a. Phi 1:9-10 - God’s further revelation is more excellent. Do you know? 

b. Acts 18:24-28 - they 1) had knowledge, 2) expounded more perfectly 
c. The law was excellent (Rom 2:17-18), then the NT (Heb 8:6), but now... 

d. The mystery of Christ to Paul is more excellent - 1 Cor 12:31, Phi 3:8-9 
e. Christians want “God’s best”, then give it to them!** (see back) 

 
4. Mystery Reveals the fulness of Jesus Christ and the Fulness of God 

a. The mystery reveals the fulness of Jesus Christ and the fulness of God! 

b. Jesus acc. to prophecy vs. mystery: 
i. Minister of circumcision - Rom 15:8 | uncircumcision - Rom 15:16, Eph 2:16-17 

ii. He was the sacrificial Lamb - Isa 53:7, Rev | Now as Lord of glory - Rom 8:36-37 
iii. The Messiah would rescue the nation | Now he is the Saviour of all men 1Ti 4:10 

iv. Prophesied prophet, priest, and king - Heb 8:22 | Head of all things - Col 1:18-19 

v. Judge of the earth - Gen 18:25 | Judge angels over all - Col 1:16 
c. Filled with the fulness of God in you - Col 2:9-10, Ep 3:10-19 

d. The fulness of Jesus Christ = the mystery body - Eph 1:23, 4:13 - 1 Cor 12:10-13 
e. Failure to preach Christ acc. to the mystery diminishes Christ, his work, and his riches.  

f. Abundantly above all that we ask or think - Eph 3:20-21 
 


