
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE MYSTERY 

WHAT IS THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST 

 

 

 

 
 

1. We must know what it is.  

a. Romans 16:25 does not tell us what the mystery is. 
b. Eph 3:9 - We are to make all men see WHAT IS the fellowship of the mystery. 

 
2. A Fellowship 

a. Fellowship ~def. Partnership, joint interest, companionship, communion, connection, knit 
i. Evangellies prefer ‘relationship’, but this lends to the emotional.  

ii. Bible correctors prefer ‘administration’, ‘dispensation’, ‘plan’ but that’s impersonal 

b. 2 Cor 6:14 - Fellowship synonymous with yoke, communion, concord, part, agreement 
c. God wants a fellowship with man (e.g. garden, 2 become 1, covenants) ... but sin 

d. The mystery concerns a fellowship between you and God in Christ i.e. mystery of Christ. 
i. Covenants, kingdoms, nations, flocks, trees, vineyards were not mystery.   

e. What kind of fellowship is it? How are we joined? What is the fellowship of the mystery? 

 
3. Mystery = The Body of Christ 

a. One body: one head, many members - Rom 12:5, 1Cor 12:27, Col 1:18, 3:15 
b. A new man, his risen body, the fulness of Christ - Eph 1:19, 2:15, 4:24, Col 3:10-11 

c. A new creature: what is new is not what was old - 2Cor 5:16-17, Gal 6:15 
 

4. Ephesians 3:6 

a. “For you Gentiles... Gentiles should be...”  - Remember Eph 2:11 
i. Israel already had inherit, adopt, covenants, promises, Christ -Rom 9:4, Eph 2:12 

b. “fellowheirs” = a joint inheritance with Christ for sinners, but how? 
i. “If ye have heard...”  6x before, by grace through faith - Eph 1:7, 2:7-10, 3:2 

ii. The Spirit received through faith is our earnest - Gal 3:14, Eph 1:11-14 
iii. Paul wants us to know about these riches of Christ  Eph 1:18, 2:4, 3:8 

c. “same body” - body of Christ (NOT with Israel) - 1 Cor 10:16-17, 12:13-14 
i. We’re not placed into Israel, covenants, but into his body - Eph 4:4-8, 5:30-32 

ii. The body of Christ = you in Christ acc. to the mystery = the fellowship.  
d. “partakers of his promise in Christ ...” - not by covenants, but by the gospel (which joins) 

i. ‘You in Christ’ means all that is his is yours. Power, glory, position, riches, etc. 
 

5. Colossians 1:27 

a. The other side of the one body fellowship is “Christ in you” - Col 1:27 - your body 
b. Christ in you is his power in you and through you - 2 Cor 13:5, Gal 4:6, Gal 2:20 

i. ‘Christ in you’ means all that is yours is his. Is about your body.  
c. B/c it is not acc. to covenant or Israel, you are his w/o separation - Rom 8:9-11, 8:35 

d. You have no riches, you cannot afford or deserve, but your body is his - 1Cor 6:19-20 

e. Your members/life/opportunity/time are now his to use - Rom 6:13, 2 Cor 4:11, 5:15 
f. The body of Christ knit together/increases by Christ working in you - Col 2:19, Eph 4:16 

g. The fellowship of the mystery is the body of Christ: you in him, and he in you.  
i. This fellowship describes all the riches you have from God, and the power that 

works in the depths of your inner man. Eph 3:16-20 

 
 


