
LESSON 86 

 

 

 

Isaiah 64:5-12 

Prayer for Mercy 
 

 

 

 

 

1. 64:5-8 – Confession of Sins 

a. 4 – “that waiteth for him” … for his presence in “thy kingdom come” 

b. 5 – “worketh righteousness” – which is who? A: remnant - John 5:29, Acts 10:35 

c. “in thy ways” - which are not as man’s ways “for we have sinned” without end  

d. “Remember” the days of old, the old landmarks, old paths, fathers - Lev 26:39-45 

e. “we have sinned” – which explains his wrath, but what explains salvation? A: mercy 

f. “we shall be saved” - also his ways and promise by covenant with Israel.  

g. 6 – This is a confession of sins such as in Dan 9:5, 8, 11, 15, Lk 11:4, and 1 John 1:9 

i. “unclean thing” - like Gentiles, uncircumcised perhaps.  

ii. “filthy rags” – refers to Isa 57:12 and Lam 1:17  

h. 7 – “none that call upon his name” – except the folks in this prayer of intercession 

i. 8 – “but now thou art our father” – what happened? 63:16, Lk 11:2 

i. Potter and clay speaks to submitting to the ways of their Maker - Isa 29:16, 45:9, 

64:8; Jer 18:2-10, 15, & Rom 9:20 

 

2. 64:9-12 – Plea for Mercy 

a. 9 - Why should he be merciful and forgive? “we are thy [covenant] people” Dan 9:4 

i. Israel not cast away b/c he gives mercy – Rom 11:1, Mic 7:18, Ps 74:1-2, 79:5-9 

ii. The Body of Christ is also a people, but we are not afflicted for iniquities! 

b. “we are all thy people” - Who is this? The believing remnant of Israel - Isa 63:19 

i. The remnant is Israel that confesses, remains, at that time - Rom 9:6 

c. 10-11 – “thy holy cities” - Burned with fire per 2 Chron 36:19, today still in ruins. 

i. “our … house” - They have fathers in Jerusalem, temple, and city 

d. 12 – They question God’s inaction, and pray his kingdom come (vengeance and mercy) 

i. Hos 14:1-6 the olive branch bears fruit and the kingdom comes when they pray 

for mercy and get the Holy Spirit – Lk 11:13 

ii. Hosea promises mercy to the people that at one time received wrath - Hos 1:9-11 

e. What’s up next? The kingdom come, new heavens and new earth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


