
LESSON 76 

 

 

 

Isaiah 56 

Keeping the Sabbath 
 

1. 55:12-13 - The Curse Removed 

a. 12- Hills sing and trees clap  take this figure of speech literally 

i. The song here is detailed in 1 Chron 16:32-33, Ps 105 and Ps 96 

b. 13- The thorn and brier are the removal of the curse - Gen 3:18, Isa 41:19, Rev 22:3 

 

2. 56:1-2 - Keeping the Covenant 

a. “keep ye judgment and do justice” - This is the entire covenant - Isa 1:13-19 

b. “my salvation is near” - which is the subject of this section - Isa 51:4-8 

c. Mic 6:8 - The Lord requires obedience to his covenant 

d. “blessed is the man that doeth this” = the covenant works - Lev 18:5 (Gal 3:12) 

i. “and the son of man” - the Lord even of the sabbath - Matt 12:8 

e. The covenant includes the sabbath rest - Lev 25:1-5, 26:2, 30-35 

f. They would be in Babylon until the land had her rest - 2 Chron 36:20-21 

g. The sabbath as a day of rest/joy comes from - Gen 2:2, Exo 20:10-11 

h. The promised kingdom as a rest or sabbath that requires labor to enter - Heb 4:1-11 

 

3. 56:3-8 - Strangers and Eunuchs in the Kingdom 

a. The covenant made with Israel will result in a global gathering and blessing 

b. 55:5 - Nations coming to Israel - 55:7 - A call to Israel to keep covenant and seek mercy 

c. 3 - Strangers and eunuchs have hope of blessing by the covenant 

i. This is where men want to see the mystery church (Gentiles blessed w/Israel) 

ii. First - they may not be Gentiles - see Jer 33:6-8,50:4-6, Ez 37:16, Isa 11:12, 14:1 

d. 4 - Second - These are covenant keeping strangers (proselytes) and eunuchs: 

i. 3,6 - “joined himself to the LORD” - Acts 2:10, 6:5 

ii. 4,6 - “keep my sabbaths, and choose… and take hold of my covenant” 

e. 5 - “name better than of sons and of daughters” - 1) like a bride Rev 21:14, or.. 

i.  2) Instead of Israel in the flesh - see Acts 8, 9:32-43, 10:1-4 

ii. Acts 9:1-31 is the exception, Paul did not join nor keep covenant. 

iii. Gentiles now in Eph 2:15 are joined to the Lord in a new man not a covenant 

iv. We are no more strangers and foreigners but without Israel’s kingdom come 

f. 7 - “my holy mountain” - which is in Jerusalem, for all people - Mark 11:17  

g. 8 - “I will gather others to him” - when? Gen 12:3, Isa 60:3, Zech 12:11-13 

 

4. 56:9-12 - Blind Watchmen 

a. 9 - Calling the beasts to destroy -acc. to covenant - Lev 26:22-33, Jer 15:1-3, Rev 6:8 

i. The duty of watchmen: beware ravening wolves - Matt 7:15-16, Acts 20:31 

b. 10 - Blind means ignorant, dumb, not warning, not awake, not stand, love closing eyes 

i. Blind leading the blind - a double condemnation -Matt 15:14 

c. 11 - “can never have enough” - Greed defined. Greed is mitigated by giving. 

d. “shepherds” defined by contrast - must understand, look to the way of others, their gain 

e. 12 - Drunk with wine, and unprepared - Eph 5:18, Mt 24:28, Lk 12:42-46 


