
LESSON 68 

 

 

 

Isaiah 53:6 

Sheep Gone Astray 
 

 

 

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;  

and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

 

~ Isaiah 53:6 

 
1. A Bookmark Verse 

a. Bible bookmark verses: Psalm 33:12, Psalm 23:1, Isaiah 53:6 

b. The problem with bookmark verses: their usage is missing context.  

c. Our dispensational study is with context: who are the sheep? 

 

2. The Sheep of God is Israel 

a. Israel was a nation of sheep and shepherds - Gen 46:32, 47:3, Exo 3:1 

b. Israel has been God’s sheep since he led them from Egypt - Ps 77:20, 78:52, 80:1, 95:7 

c. Moses prayed for a shepherd to follow him - Exo 2:16-17, Num 27:15-17 

d. The sheep are lost without a shepherd - Jer 23:1-4, 50:4-8, Isa 40:10-11 

e. Jesus came to the lost sheep of the house of Israel - Matt 10:6, 15:24, Luke 12:32 

 

3. The Shepherds of Israel 

a. The prophesy against the shepherds - Eze 34:1-6 

b. The prophesy of a good shepherd sent from God - Eze 34:11-16, 22-24 

c. The prophesied sheep back in the land (waters and pastures) - Eze 34:25-31 

d. Jesus came and said he was the good shepherd - John 10:11, Matt 7:15, 10:16 

e. He saw they were scattered and without a shepherd - Matt 9:36 

f. He taught the law (Deu 22:1-3), seeking the lost (Lk 19:10), the kingdom (Eze 34:31) 

 

4. Isaiah 53:6 - Israel Gone Astray 

a. “like sheep” - this is the people, the men, the nation which were astray (guilty) 

b. “gone astray” - Away from the way of the Lord: the law - Isa 40:3, 10-11, Ps 119:176 

c. “and…laid on him” - a great injustice (iniquity), treating him as guilty.  

d. 7-9 - A description of the great injustice: trial in silence (7), death (8), burial (9) 

 

5. Are We Sheep? 

a. Paul never speaks of you as sheep, lambs, or shepherds, priests, etc.   

i. Peter does in 1Peter 2:25, as does the covenantal author of Hebrews - Heb 13:20 

ii. Peter was an apostle of the twelve tribes - 1Pet 1:1,2,4,5,10,12,18,23, 2:5,9 

b. Can we apply this? Aren’t we lost, weak, helpless, need led, too? 

i. 1) The world intended to learn from the nation Israel (but are not Israel) 

ii. 2) This passage is prophecy as is Romans 3:10-12, 23 (we were, but not now) 

iii. 3) The mystery not here: not sheep, we are more than conquerors - Rom 8:37 


