
LESSON 58 

 

 

 

Isaiah 49:1-6 

A Light to the Gentiles 
 

 

 

 

 

1. 49 – Introduction 

a. 40-48 – Speaking as “I AM” in first person, conqueror, warrior, Judge, deliverer 

b. 49-57 – Speaking as servant, sufferer, one sent with a mission, man of sorrows, merciful 

c. Appears as two different people (divine/man), but both are words spoken by Christ. 

d. 48:1 – “Hear, O Israel”, ended with “declare ye”, now, “Listen, O isles” (49:1) 

 

2. 49:1-3 – The Servant 

a. Why Gentiles? The servant introduced in 42:1,42:6,42:10-12, Gen 12:3, Rom 15:8-11 

b. 1 - “from the womb” - referring to life, Gods purpose - Jake, Israel, Sam, Jer, Dave, Paul 

i. The words fit no man but Jesus (not Isaiah, Cyrus, Paul) – Lk 1:15, Mt 1:20-21 

c. 2 - “sharp sword” = words of God - Isa 11:4, John 12:48, Rev 1:16, 2:12, 19:15 

d. 3 - Remember, Israel & Christ are connected in that they share a destiny. 

i. God is glorified in Israel returning and in Christ returning 

 

3. 49:4-6 – A Light to the Gentiles 

a. The dialogue with the LORD and his servant about his mission – v3, v4, v5-6 

b. 4 - “laboured in vain” no profit (Phi 2:16), cursed – Lev 26:20 

c. 5 – “to bring Jacob again” – the purpose the servant was given 

i. “Israel be not gathered” – a failed mission, but the servant will be glorious 

d. 6 - The servant’s task was to “raise up the tribes of Jacob” and “restore the preserved” 

i. Saving Israel lesser task than salvation to the whole earth -Ge 12:3, Isa 12:1,27:6 

e. “light to the Gentiles” – the word of God is light – Ps 119:130 (cf 2 Cor 11:13-15) 

i.  “You (a city) are the light of the world” – Mt 5:14, also John 8:12 

ii. Simeon’s prophecy Lk 2:32 = Gentiles lightened by the glory of Israel – Isa 60:3 

iii. But now the mystery gospel of grace a light – 2 Cor 4:4, Eph 1:18, 5:8, Phil 2:15 

iv. Paul sent to Gentiles but had no purpose to restore Israel – Acts 13:47, 26:22-23 

v. Gentile blessing contained in prophecy (but not the mystery) – Ps 72:11,Rev 15:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


