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Isaiah 45:1 

The Cyrus Prophecy 
 

 

1. Ezra 1:1-4 – The Cyrus Proclamation 

a. The Cyrus prophecy is one of the most significant of the OT. (cf. 1 Ki 13:2) 

i. It is clear, multifaceted, historical, and beyond Isaiah’s/Israel’s control.   

b. This emancipation saves Israel from covenant exile and ensured the city/temple be built. 

c. Spoken by multiple prophets, it foreshadows Christ, and Israel’s salvation. 

d. Much of the OT tied to this event: Isa 40-48, Ezra, Neh, Chron, Daniel, Hag, Zech, etc.  

e. “stirred up the spirit of Cyrus” – Josephus wrote that he read his name in Isaiah (44-45),  

i. Bullinger offers (from others) that Esther was his mother. Neh 2:5-6, Est 7:2-3 

ii. Daniel served Cyrus when he and Darius reigned - Dan 5:28, 6:1-3, 25-28, 10:1 

 

2. Daniel 9:24-25 

a. Before the return, Daniel prayed – Dan 1:1, 9:16-19 

b. The 70 weeks prophecy of Dan 9:24-27 to seal up all prophecy. Points to the Messiah.  

i. 3 parts: 1- Nehemiah’s weeks (7), 2- Messiah’s weeks (62), 3- End Daniel’s 70th 

c. Ezra = rebuilding the temple; Nehemiah = rebuilding the walls and city.  

d. When work slowed Haggai, Zech, and Cyrus’ decree kept it moving – Ezra 5:17-6:1 

 

3. Jeremiah 29:1-11 

a. Before Daniel’s prayer, the prophets gave hope – Jer 49:39, 30:1-10  

i. Seventy years is the “wonderful plan for your their life” - Jer 25:11-12, 29:1-11 

b. Before Jeremiah was Isaiah 23:15-17, Tyre seventy years enslaved to Babylon 

c. Elam and Media will destroy Babylon – Isa 13:17, 21:2  Babylon had not yet risen 

d. Before his birth, before Babylon, a messiah prophesied – Isa 7:14, 9:6, 42:1, 6-9 

 

4. Isaiah’s Cyrus Prophecy 

a. His name – Isa 44:28, 45:1 

b. Where he will come from – Isa 41:2, 41:25, 46:11 

c. Where he will save Israel from (Babylon) – Isa 39:5-7 

d. His titles “ends of the earth” – Isa 41:5 

e. He will magnify the law, and honor it to restore God’s people – Isa 42:21-23 

f. He will not require a ransom – Isa 45:13 

g. The far reach of his rule – Isa 45:1 

h. His plan to invade Babylon: dry up the river – Isa 41:27, 42:15, 43:16, Jer 51:32,36 

i. The fear of Babylonian rulers at the invasion – Isa 45:1, Dan 5:5-6 

j. The open doors the night of the invasion (due to the feast) – Isa 45:1, Dan 5:1,30 

k. The name of the road they would use – “enemy shall not prevail” – Isa 42:13 

l. The enemy conquered quickly put down – Isa 43:17 

m. The material used in the doors gone (Babylon’s brass gates) – Isa 45:2 

n. The treasures he would have for spoil (Babylon’s riches) – Isa 45:3 

o. He confirms the word before he performs it – Isa 44:26 
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5. Cyrus a Type of Christ 

a. Both called messiah, righteous, ruler, king, shepherd, servant – 41-45 

b. Both are called by name – Cyrus and Jesus (Immanuel, Joshua, Isaiah) – Isa 45:6 

c. Both are covenanted for Israel and a light to Gentiles – 42:6-7 

d. Both make the Gentiles rejoice at the salvation of Israel – 42:10-12 

e. Both redeem Israel – 42:7, 43:2 

f. Both bring Israel back to the land from all corners of the earth – 43:6 

g. Both perform all his pleasure – 44:28 

h. Both will destroy Babylon at their coming – 43:14 

i. Both are unstoppable – 43:13 

j. Both say a city and a temple will be built – 44:28 

k. Both lay a foundation – 44:28, Mt 16:18 

l. Both get crooked paths straight before coming – 45:2 (Lk 3:5, Mal 4:5, Est 9:24-26) 

m. Both are called for Israel’s sake – 45:4, Mat 15:24, Rom 15:8 

n. Both take captivity captive – 45:13 

o. Both free the captives without a ransom – 45:13 

p. Both are given all the kingdoms of the earth – Ezra 1:2 

q. Both have their ways directed by the Lord and are raised up in righteousness – 45:13 

r. The difference: Cyrus“though thou hast not known me” – 45:4-5 vs. Jn 10:15, 17:5 

s. Why? So that they may know, I am the LORD … Isa 45:6, Dan 5:28-30, Isa 44:6-7 

 

 

 

Josephus, Flavius. Antiquities of the Jews, Book 11 

 
“…And these things God did afford them; for he stirred up the mind of Cyrus, and made him write 

this throughout all Asia: "Thus saith Cyrus the king: Since God Almighty hath appointed me to be 

king of the habitable earth, I believe that he is that God which the nation of the Israelites worship; 

for indeed he foretold my name by the prophets, and that I should build him a house at Jerusalem, in 

the country of Judea."  

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which Isaiah left behind him of his prophecies; 

for this prophet said that God had spoken thus to him in a secret vision: "My will is, that Cyrus, 

whom I have appointed to be king over many and great nations, send back my people to their own 

land, and build my temple." This was foretold by Isaiah one hundred and forty years before the 

temple was demolished. Accordingly, when Cyrus read this, and admired the Divine power, an 

earnest desire and ambition seized upon him to fulfill what was so written; so he called for the most 

eminent Jews that were in Babylon, and said to them, that he gave them leave to go back to their 

own country, and to rebuild their city Jerusalem, (2) and the temple of God, for that he would be 

their assistant, and that he would write to the rulers and governors that were in the neighborhood of 

their country of Judea, that they should contribute to them gold and silver for the building of the 

temple, and besides that, beasts for their sacrifices. “ 

 

 

 


