
LESSON 46 

 

 

 

Isaiah 41 

Behold, They are Nothing 
 

 

 

1. 41:1-9 – God Calls the Nations to Testify 

a. 1 - Let us judge who does what - “the people renew“ vs “the LORD shall renew”  40:31 

b. 2 - Who is the righteous man? Cyrus (the Persian deliverer: a type of messiah) Isa 45:1 

c. 2-4 - Who raised him up… who “done it” A: the LORD, first and last – see Rev 1:11 

i. “calling the generations from the beginning”  knowing the future of men 

d. 5-7 - The nations feared the rising power, encouraged each other, and made gods to help 

e. 8-9 – Their gods serve their maker, but Israel serves the LORD (their Maker) 

i. Instead of people choosing their god, “I have chosen thee” thee = Israel 

ii. “and not cast thee away” – as the nations would with their failed idols.  

iii. “Abraham my friend” – 2 Chron 20:7, John 15:14-15, James 2:22-23 

 

2. 41:10-20 – Fear not, Israel 

a. The nations feared, encouraged each other, made themselves gods to help 

b. God removes fear (3x), God encourages “I will” (6x), God helps “I will help thee” 3x 

c. 10 – “right hand of my righteousness” – his saving power – 45:1, 62:8, Mk 14:62 

i. This begs the question; how can God uphold sinful Israel in righteousness? 40:2 

d. 11-12 - Those against you (Israel) will be as nothing, shall perish  Gen 12:3, Mt 25:40 

e. 13-14 - “thou worm” – despised, held in contempt, weak, also as “men” 

i. “thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel” mentioned in v16 and v19, too. 

f. 15-16 – They will thresh, move mountains, rejoice – Ps 1:4, Mt 3:12, 17:20, 1Cor 13:2 

g. 17-19 -  “I will… “ make the desert fertile, “I will… “ provide fruit from the barren 12:1 

i. This refers to his kingdom – Isa 12:3, Joel 3:1,18, Rev 7:17 

h. 20 - Why does he do it this way? “the LORD hath done this” Isa 60:21, 61:3 

 

3. 41:21-23 – Bring Forth Your Reasons 

a. 21- “your cause” “strong reasons” for choosing their idols over blessing God of Israel 

b. 22 - “let them…” their idols 1) bring forth reasons; 2) explain the past, 3) give 

knowledge of their end (happening now); 4) declare things to come; 5) do good or evil  

c. 23 – The true God knows future events, like: Isa 13:17-18, 39:6-7, 45:1, Mt 26:34 

i. “do good, or do evil” – Speak! Prophesy! Do anything! So we can see and fear. 

 

4. 41:24-29 – Behold, They are Nothing 

a. 24 - “ye [their gods] are of nothing” – they do nothing, are nothing - 1Cor 8:4 

i. A man reflects that which he worships – the idol is abomination, so is the man. 

b. 25 - “I have raised up one from the north” = Media(N) Persia(E) =Cyrus, see Ezra 1:1-3 

c. 26 - He declared him, that he would be righteous, but they do not even hear your words. 

d. 27 - “the first” (the LORD) shall say (speak)  See what is coming, hear good news.  

i. “Behold the coming messiah/deliverer” and “preach the good news” 

e. 28-29 – No man or “god” could answer. Their images are a lie. Ps 135:18, Hab 2:18-20 


