
LESSON 44 

 

 

 

Isaiah 40:1-5 

The Voice in the Wilderness 
 

 

1. Isaiah Review 

a. To learn about judgment, salvation, and the kingdom come to Israel.  

b. Called the fifth gospel (birth, life, death of Jesus), but which gospel? A: not the mystery  

c. This is where they think the mystery is prophesied (gospel, Gentiles, Christ, covenants) 

d. Isaiah means salvation of the LORD (deliverance of the Lord) - Isa 12:2 

e. Salvation becomes more prominent – Isa 45:17, 45:22, 66:22, also ‘servant’, ‘glory’ 

 

2. A Major Shift to the Future 

a. Hezekiah may be dead: Manasseh (55), Amon (2), Josiah (31), Josiah’s wicked sons (23) 

b. Isaiah is prophesying the fall and rise of empires, the names of rulers, the return of Israel 

c. 100 years til Babylon, then 70 years in Babylon yet to com - Jer 29:10-14 

d. The perspective is beyond Isaiah & captivity (future is in past tense) 40:2, 44:26, 48:20 

e. How does he do this? Divine revelation/inspiration and faithful men –Is 8:16,30:8, 34:16 

f. Amazing prophecies cause skeptics to deny Isaiah’s auth., but John 12:38-41 and others. 

 

3. Outline 

a. Covered 39 ch-766 verses on judgment; 27 ch-526 verse to go. 

b. Theme (ch.40-66):  Salvation and Restoration of Israel in fullness. – King #3 

c. 27 chapters: 3 sections/themes/Godhead/history – 9 chapters each.  

i. 40-48 – The Israel of God – His Deliverance, Their Return – (Father) – Past 

ii. 49-57 – The Servant of God – His Mission, Their Mercy – (Son) – Present 

iii. 58-66 – The Kingdom of God – His Reign, Their Glory – (Spirit) – Future 

d. Look for “peace” (33x) – Is 9:6, 26:3,12; 32:17-18; 39:8; 48:22, 57:19-21; 66:12, 23-24 

e. The holy Spirit poured out in the kingdom – 32:15, 59:19-21, 61:1, 63:10-11, 14 

 

4. 40:1-5 – The Voice in the Wilderness 

a. 1 – “comfort ye” - “comfort” (18x) – Isa 12:1, 40:1, 51:3, 52:9, 61:2, 66:13, cf. 39:7 

i. “my people” “your God” a change after years of Loammi – Hos 1:9-11 

b. 2 – “warfare accomplished” – This is Dan 9 and speaks of the end cf 9:24 

c. 3 – Isa 6:8 is a voice in the temple to scatter Israel, now a wilderness voice to gather 

i. “in the wilderness” – because Israel not in the land, but also Mk 1:1-2, Mal 3:1 

1. The voice is Elijah but John claims it – John 1:15-28, Mt 3:2-3, 17:10-13 

2. John was in the wilderness by the Holy Ghost – Mt 3:4-7, Lk 1:15-18 

3. Zechariah gives a decent summary of Isa 40-66 in Lk 1:68-80 

ii. This good news is the gospel of kingdom salvation – Lk 3:6, Mk 1:14, Isa 40:4-9 

1. Warfare is accomplished = peace, quiet, and comfort – Isa 32:17-18 

2. Iniquities are pardoned = “the remission of sins” – John 1:29 

3. The LORD will lead the remnant on his highway – Jn 1:23, Is 11:16, 35:8 

d. 4 – “hill made low” – Literal, due to the earthquake and political correction.  

e. 5 – The Messiah comes in his glory after this voice – Mary knew Isaiah – Lk 1:46-55 



 

 

The dates column is given to reference span of time between events. The dates themselves are the 

mainstream dates for these events in part from non-Biblical sources. The true dates may be different. 



Map of Palestine in the Time of Isaiah 

 

 


