
LESSON 42 

 

 

 

Isaiah 38 

Hezekiah’s Healing 
 

 

1. Summary 

a. Ch. 37 was the climax of chapters and years of prophecy through Isaiah.  

b. Ch. 38-39 is setting the historical stage for the second portion of prophecies (ch. 40-66) 

c. Summary: A good summary found in 2 Chron 32:24 

 

2. 38:1 – In Those Days 

a. Isaiah 38 comes after 37, but Isa 38:6. Didn’t he already do this? When is this? 

i. 2Ki 19-20 and 2 Chron 32:20-31 follows the same order as Isaiah 

b. Hezekiah’s years: 25 began, 31 Israel captivity, 39 Assyrian against Judah - 2 Ki 18  

i. He reigned 29 years (-15 extended) = 14 years  Isa 36:1 

ii. His sickness could be before Assyrians came, after Judah but before the taunts, 

during the taunts, or after the Assyrian fled; or Isa 38:6 could be a reminder. 

iii. If the chapters are “out of order”, is the Bible wrong? No. See summary for why.  

iv. Bible history often relapses time for detail (e.g. Gen 1 and 2) 

 

3. 38:2-6 – Hezekiah’s Prayer and Healing 

a. When Hezekiah faces burdens and is careful, he prays. This man trusts God. 2 Ki 18:5-6 

b. 2 - Praying to God for sickness and salvation from death is a universal prayer. 

c. 3 - Usually the prayer is “I will be good“, Hezekiah’s prayer was “I did do better” 

d. 4 – 2 Kings 20:4 says God responded immediately (cf. Isa 65:24) 

e. 5 – 2 Kings 20:5 – The “God of David” says Hezekiah is the “captain” (like Heb 2:10?)  

i. “I will heal thee” (i.e. save from death) and “on the third day” Jn 2:19, Mt 27:63 

ii. Psalm 91 was more appropriate for Hezekiah than anyone in 2020 under COVID.  

f. God healed Hezekiah because of his works, his position, his prayer, prophecy, his tears.  

g. Using this prayer as a pattern to get a healing today leads to failure. Apply 2 Cor 12:8-9 

 

4. 38:7-8 – A Sign Given 

a. 2 Kings 20:7-11 cf to Isaiah 38:7-8, 21-22. Hezekiah given the choice of sign, like Ahaz 

a. The function of a sign = to confirm faith in what was said, God will keep his promise. 

b. The miraculous sign: the sun returned ten degrees according to the sun dial.  

 

5. 38:9-22 – Hezekiah’s Psalm 

a. 10-14 – “I said…” before… “I am cut off” - He would die young (39), another shadow? 

i. For Hezekiah death is not gain, but a great terrible loss– Job 7:7, 19:25, Ps 143:7 

b. 15-17 – Now, “what shall I say?” due to what the LORD said and has done himself. 

i. 16 – “by these things men live…” – Men live by words and deeds of God (grace) 

ii. 17 - He wanted peace, but the Lord gave him deliverance (we have Phi 4:6-7) 

iii. His praise sounds like David’s Psalm 30, and God saved him for David’s sake.  

c. 18-20 – Bullinger and others identify these songs as the 15 “degrees” of Ps 120-134 

i. The LORD be praised “all the days of our life” in his house.  


