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Isaiah 21 

Burdens of the Desert 
 

 

 

 

 

1. 21:1-10 – Burden of the Desert (Arabia)  

a. “It comes from the desert” (Arabia) – Jer 51:1-2,42-43 

b. 2 – A grievous vision: Media/Persia (Elam) will besiege Babylon (v9) 

c. 3-4 – Isaiah filled with pain, dismay, fear hearing this prophecy.  

d. 5 – Eating and drinking interrupted by the need to defend. 1 Th 5:1-3, Dan 5 

e. 6-9 – The watchmen are those that foresee 

i. God sets up watchmen over Jerusalem: prophets – Eze 3:17, Amos 3:1-8 

ii. This watchman sees: 7) chariot with a couple of horsemen (Medes/Persia) 

iii. 8) Does he see a lion, or is he a lion: either - Jer 50:17,44, 51:36-40, Rev 10:3 

iv. 9) 3x “Babylon fallen!” – Isa 21:9, Jer 51:8, Rev 14:8, 18:2, 21 

f. 10 – “my threshing” – the people threshed and harvested - Jer 51:2-6, Mt 3:11-12 

i. Jesus spoke of the time of reaping – Matt 13:37-43 cf. Rev 14:14-20 

 

2. 11-12 – Burden of Dumah  

a. Dumah = a son of Ishmael, Edom, Idumea means silence 

b. 12 – What watch of the night? What do they see? Answer: nothing – Mic 3:6-7 

i. Morning comes, but night comes again. Opposite of Israel’s future.  

c. A study on watching: 

i. Prophecy: 

ii. Men that understood the times - 1 Ch 12:32; Mt 16:3, Lk 12:56 

iii. They needed to watch for a specific time: Mark 13:33-37, Mt 24:48-51 

iv. They watch for times acc. to prophecy. Rev 3:1-5, Lk 21:28-36, Mt 24:42 

v. Mystery:  

vi. We understand the times by knowing the will of God – Eph 5:16-17, 1:9-10 

vii. We watch sound doctrine acc. to mystery 1Th 5:6, Co 4:2-3, 2Ti 4:3-5 

1. (Paul’s other “watchings” – 1Co 16:13, 2Co 6:5, 11:27, Eph 6:18) 

viii. We look (forward to) and wait for the return – 1Co 1:7, Phi 3:20 

ix. Loving his appearing does not require identifying signs – 2 Tim 3:4, 4:8-10 

 

3. 13-17 – Burden Upon Arabia  

a. “in the forest” instead of their normal beautiful tents – Song 1:5  

i. Paul went to Arabia, too - (Gal 1:17) 

b. Their neighbors will have to give bread and water because they fled quickly 

c. “Kedar shall fail… within a year” (or less) and their number diminished. 

 

 

 


