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Isaiah 20-21 

Ashdod and Arabia 
 

 

 

 

 

1. 20 – Isaiah’s Sign and Ashdod’s Captivity 

a. Names and places: Tartan (cf. 2 Kings 19:9) a general officer in the Assyrian army 

i. Ashdod (Azotus – Acts 8:40), a Philistine city before Egypt – Josh 15:47 

ii. The Philistines took the ark to Ashdod (Dagon temple) - 1 Sam 5-7 

iii. 1840s discovery of Sargon Stele and palace confirms the Bible’s testimony 

iv. Sargon took Ashdod (Philistia) because of their alliance with Egypt/Ethiopia 

b. 20:2-3 - Why was Isaiah naked? … remember Isa 8:18 

i. Signs of the prophets. ~def. an event, performance, affectation intended to 

bring attention to a man and his message – (cf. “divers manners” Heb 1:1) 

ii. OT examples – Ezekiel 4-5, 24:15-19, Hosea 1,  

iii. NT examples – John Mt 3:1,11:8, Jonah Mt 12:39, Agabus Acts 21:10 

c. 20:4-5 – The meaning of Isaiah’s nakedness 

i. 1) King of Assyria will lead Egypt and Ethiopia captive: naked and barefoot 

ii. 2) They shall be afraid and ashamed of their hope and glory 

d. 20:6 – Where do we go for help? How shall we escape? 

i. Salvation found in trusting the Holy One - Matt 23:23, Heb 2:3, 12:25 

 

2. 21 – The Burden of the Desert of the Sea 

a. 1-10 – Burden of the Desert (Arabia) “It comes from the desert” – Jer 51:1, 

b. 42-43 

i. 2 – A grievous vision: Media/Persia (Elam) will besiege Babylon (v9) 

ii. 3-4 – Isaiah filled with pain, dismay, fear hearing this prophecy.  

iii. 5 – Eating and drinking interrupted by the need to defend. 1 Th 5:1-3, Dan 5 

iv. 6-10 – The watchmen are those that foresee: prophets 

1. God sets up watchmen over Jerusalem – Eze 3:17, Amos 3:4-8 

2. These watchmen see: 7) an army comes, 8) a lion, 9) Babylon fallen! 

3. 3x “Babylon fallen!” – Isa 21:9, Jer 51:8, Rev 14:8, 18:2, 21 

v. 11 – “my threshing” – the people threshed and harvested - Jer 51:2, Mt 3:12 

c. 12 – Burden of Dumah (a son of Ishmael, Edom, Idumea silence) 

i. They watch for times acc. to prophecy. Rev 3:1-5, Lk 21:36, Mt 24:42 

ii. We watch sound doctrine acc. to mystery 1Th 5:6, Co 4:2-3, 2Ti 4:3-5 

d. 13-17 – Burden upon Arabia  

i. “in the forest” instead of their normal beautiful tents – Song 1:5 (Gal 1:17) 

ii. Their neighbors will have to give bread and water because they fled quickly 

iii. “Kedar shall fail… within a year” (or less) and their number diminished. 

 

 


