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Isaiah 13 

The Burden of Babylon 
 

 

1. Intro to a New Section 

a. Isaiah’s prophecies ordered to tell the story of judgment and salvation to the world. 

b. Isaiah 12:5-6 – a hint of the detail in this new section cf to Isa 24:1, 25:1, 26:1 

i. 13-35 – The Day of the Lord: the end of the world.  

1. 13-23 – The destruction of nations and kingdoms of the earth 

2. 24-27 – The restoration of the kingdom of God 

3. 28-35 – The time of refreshing (cf. Acts 3:19) 

c. 13:1 – Babylon (nor Media) was then glorious, yet Isaiah sees bigger and further. 

i. Babylon rebellion goes back to Nimrod, land of Shinar – Gen 10:8-10, 11:1-2 

ii. 13:19 - This chapter foreshadows Rev 18:2,10 and Mystery Babylon 

 

2. 13:2-6 – Battle Cry, Call to Arms 

a. “a banner” – A call, cry, shout, trump sound to arms.  

b. “sanctified ones” – LORD’s chosen army, the host of heaven – 10:5, Joel 2:1-11 

c. “kingdoms of nations” – the nations gathered for war – Joel 3:9-17,Rev 16:12-20 

d. “end of heaven, even the Lord” – The LORD leads this army – Rev 19:14 

 

3. 13:6-14 – Day of the Lord at Hand 

a. “Day of the Lord is at hand” – it is close, these are the signs of that time. Mt  

i. Prophesied most in Zephaniah, Joel, Isaiah 

ii. 8 – Great fear and sorrow – Jer 30:6-7, Lk 21:26, Heb 10:27 

iii. 9 – A day of wrath and fierce anger, desolation, destruction of sinners.  

iv. 10 – The sign of that day (Gen 1:14), all lights go dark (stars, sun, moon) 

v. 11 – The world’s judgment for sin = making the high things low 

vi. 12 – Men will be scarce – Rev 9:13-15 

vii. 13 – shake heavens & earth - Hag 2:6-7, Heb 12:26, Rev 6:13-15, 8:12 

viii. 14 – First, compassion - Mt 9:36; but then, judgment – Mt 24:27-30 

 

4. 13:14-18 – The Slaughter of Men 

a. 15 – No one is spared from death and judgment. There is no escape (worldwide)  

b. 16-18 – Children dashed, and wives ravished? No pity on the pregnant? Mt 24:19 

i. 1) This describes what the Babylonians did to others – Ps 137:8-9, Lam 5:11 

ii. 2) The bloodthirsty Medes are stirred up against the Babylonians – 13:17 

iii. 3) There is none righteous: even women and children – Isa 9:17 

iv. 4) Righteous judgment does not respect persons. It is great and terrible. 

 

5. 13:19-22 – The Fall of Babylon 

a. Prophetic proof of divine inspiration: fall of Assyria, Babylon >1c prior 

b. Prophesied also in Jer 50-51, Daniel 2 and fulfillment in Daniel 5:31 

c. World rulers subject to the word of God is proof that you are too 
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d. 19 – “glory of kingdoms” – the golden head in Daniels image 

e. 20 –“never be inhabitated” – still yet to be completely fulfilled 

f. 21 – A habitation of wild beasts and unclean animals 

g. 21-22 – Mythological creatures in the Bible?  

i. 1) Maybe they are not mythological, but nuanced names for existing animals. 

ii. 2) Maybe they are creatures that no longer exist.  

iii. 3) Maybe it is mocking false religions/mythology – 2 Ch 11:15 

iv. 4) Maybe there is something devilish behind it – Isa 34:14-16, Rev 18:2, Rev 

20:2, Isa 27:1 

 


