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Isaiah 8 

The Stumbling of Israel 

 

 

 

 

1. 8:1-4 – A Word Made Flesh 

a. 1 – “write in it with a man’s pen” - How inspiration worked – 2 Tim 3:16 

b. 2 – Two faithful witnesses = Uriah (priest 2Ki 16) & Zechariah (in-law? 2Ki 18:2) 

i. Faithful? Urijah = Jehovah is Light; Zechariah = Jehovah remembers 

c. 3-4 – Mahershalalhashbaz = swift to spoil  before he talks Assyria spoils Samaria 

d. The judgment of Isa 7 confirmed in Isa 8 by Isaiah’s son: Mahershalalhashbaz 

e. The hope in Isa 7 confirmed in Isa 8-9 by Immanuel & Isaiah’s son: Shear-jashub 

 

2. 8:5-15 – The Stumbling of Israel 

a. Shiloah = pool of Siloam  “armor” of the Lord, soft = not strong in appearance 

b. 6-7 – They refuse to trust the Lord of Jerusalem so Israel will be taken out 

c. 8 – The Assyrian “river” will only pass through Judah, up to the neck – Jerusalem. 

d. 9-10 – If Syria/Samaria come against Immanuel, they will be destroyed (“nought”) 

i. Immanuel referring to the land where God dwells– Isa 7:14-17, 2Ch 13:12-17 

e. 11-13 – The fearful is not the way of the faithful – Mt 8:26, 1Pet 3:14, Rev 21:8 

i. Judah told not to associate w/Assyria. It’s not popular/safe, but it’s right/God 

f. 14-15 – The LORD will be a stone of stumbling for “both the houses” – Lk 2:34 

i. Context is with Jerusalem & Assyria, but also speaks of Jews & Romans 

ii. Belief does not look for power, but for promise - Isa 28:16, Ro 9:33, 1Pe 2:8 

iii. Samaria & Jerusalem both stumble looking for strength more than salvation 

iv. “many among them… shall be taken” – a remnant left – see also Mt 21:39-42 

 

3. 8:16-22 – Light Removed from Israel 

a. 16-17 - Due to faithlessness, Isaiah seals up the law among the faithful (i.e. remnant) 

i. “disciples” – Isaiah’s faithful carried his writings into its context (future) 

b. 18 – “I and the children”  Not just Isaiah’s – Heb 2:13, John 17:6-12 

i. Signs/wonders point to a message (also Acts 2:22, 43) to a people w/o light 

c. 19 – It is in the context of signs/wonders that he warns of false prophets.  

i. “When men are in fear and need of direction they prefer…“  spirits to study 

d. 20 – They were to test the prophets with what was written! 2 Pet 1:19, 3:2, Jn 5:39 

i. False prophets can do signs and wonders, but are to be refused – Deu 13:1-5 

ii. The true prophet aligns with what God has done – 1Jo 4:1-2, 1Co 14:32 

e. The unbelieving will be driven to darkness by their hunger and anguish 

i. Anguish to the Jew & Gentile who does evil, life to the patient - Rom 2:7-10 

ii. “look upward” – to curse their God and his lack of help.  

iii. People turn away from God when their false ideas of him fail. The problem 

started with their believing a lie. The truth makes them free – John 8:32 

iv. Israel either waits or wails against him in the tribulation. Rev 9:20, 16:9-11 


