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Habakkuk 08 

A Remnant Rejoices - 3:16-19 
 

 
 
 

1. Habakkuk 3:16 – The Fear of the Lord 
a. “when I heard...” ... of coming judgment, he feared in the sense of Heb 12:21 
b. “that I might rest in the day of trouble” – Only the faithful remnant find rest.  
c. Habakkuk is the faithful remnant in a wicked generation crying, “how long?” 
d. God’s response is, “Soon, the end is near.” Tribulation/judgment must come first. 
e. Jesus’ message in Matt-John is “kingdom at hand” but first Matt 24:21, 1Pet 4:17 
f. The parallels between Habakkuk and Hebrews are astonishing. (See back) 
 

2. Habakkuk 3:17 – When the Flock Fails 
a. Each of these events occur in the Messianic ministry to Israel also.  
b. Trees in scripture represent nations – power/provision/authorities. (Ez 31:3,  
c. Israel described as different trees referring to different things – Jam 3:12 

i. Fig = The religion that produces good works of mercy/love - Jam 1:27, Jn 1 
ii. Vine = The nation that produces judgment/righteous – Isa 5:1-7 

iii. Olive = The spirit that produces faith/light/sight –Le 24:2,Ps 52:7-9, Ho 14:6 
d. When Jesus came to Israel he found no fruit and the sheep were lost.  

i. Fig tree  a corrupt religion – disobedience- Mark 11:13-26 
ii. Vineyard  a fruitless nation – no – Lk 13:6-9, Mt 21 

iii. Olive tree  spiritual darkness/blind – John 8:12, 9:5 
iv. Jesus said, “don’t weep....” why? Luke 23:27-31 

e. Jesus came to divide the faithful from the unfaithful – Luke 12:52, 12:32,Mt 12:33-35 
f. Israel is the sheep, they were scattered – Matt 10:6, Jer 50:17, Acts 8:1 
g.  “flock shall be cut off...” – Israel is fallen, and the remnant outside the city 
h. Though Israel bears no fruit and is scattered – Hab will rejoice in the Lord.  

 
3. Habakkuk 3:18-19 – Rejoice in the Lord 

a. “I will rejoice in the LORD” – Which sounds like Phil 4:4 
i. Joy = what you take pleasure in. Co 1:11,3:2, Gal 5:24, 1Th 1:6, Ph 2:2,2Co 2:3 

ii. Happiness = the feel goods that happen to you 
iii. Want hope? Let God fill you with joy and peace -- Rom 15:13 

b. The idea is that salvation will come from the LORD in that day Isa 12 (2Th 1:6-10) 
c. For Israel’s earthly covenants  coming judgment = coming salvation 
d. “LORD God is my strength” – a spiritual truth for all – 2 Cor 12:9, Phi 4:13 
e. “hind’s feet” – Stable on the unstable terrain (mountains, rocks).  
f. Habakkuk has his faith renewed in God, with a greater hope than before. Rom 15:4 
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Habakkuk and Hebrews 
 
The books of Habakkuk and Hebrews have many similarities due to their similar contexts. They 
are both books that describe fallen Israel, coming judgment, and the waiting of the remnant for 
the promised salvation from the Lord.  

 
 
1. Both describe Israel’s failure (Hab 1:4, Heb 3:17-19, 10:38-39) 
2. Both written during the last days of Israel (Hab 1:6, Heb 1:1-2) 
3. Both identify unfaithful Israel (Hab 1:, Heb 3:10-11) 
4. Both speak of all being open to the perfect judge (Hab 2, Heb 4:12-13) 
5. Both speak of coming judgment (Hab 2, Heb 12:25-29) 
6. Both speak of the importance of faith (Hab 2:4, Heb 10:38, Heb 11) 
7. Both written by remnant Israel asking, “how long?” (Hab 1:2,   
8. Both require endurance (Heb 3:14) 
9. Both speak of finding rest (Hab 3:16, Heb 4:1) 
10. Both about remnant Israel waiting for salvation (Hab 1:2, Heb 9:28, 11) 
11. Both exhort the remnant to fear (Hab 3:2, 16; Heb 4:1, 10:31, 11:7) 
12. Both have as their themes: faith, fear, future hope, rest in the Lord.  

 
 


