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Habakkuk 02 

The Just and the Unjust – 2:4-14 
 

 
1. Habakkuk 2:4 - How Shall the Righteous Live? 

a. “his soul... lifted up” – Lifted up by what they think they see (e.g Hab 1:11 and 1:13) 
b. “the just shall live by his faith” – Faith comes by hearing not seeing – Ro 10:17 
c. Quoted 3x in the NT – Rom 1:17, Gal 3:11, Heb 10:38 
d. “the just” – Romans is a book about justification – Rom 1:16-17 

i. “righteousness of God revealed” – That is now revealed – Rom 3:21-22 
ii. “from faith to faith” speaks to God’s consistent requirement now made clear 

iii. He leaves out the word “his” – God can add and subtract but you can’t. 
e. “by faith” – Galatians is a book holding up faith against flesh/law – Gal 3:11 
f. “shall live” – Hebrews speaks to the need for living in faith - Heb 10:37-38 

i. “but if any man draw back” – Which indicates the covenant Hebrews is under 
 
2. Habakkuk 2:5-20 – Woe to the Wicked 

a. 5 Woes – 2:6, 9, 12, 15, 19 – that portray the wickedness of Nebby (and antichrist) 
i. Babylon goes back to Genesis and persists until Revelation.  

ii. This time of evil is a shadow of the time of the tribulation in Revelation. 
b. 2:5-8 – Woe! The sin of violent conquest of people and divine retribution 

i. “a proud man” – will not seek after God – Ps 10:2-4 
ii. “as hell” – which cannot be satisfied - Isa 5:14, Prov 27:20, Prov 30:15-16 

iii. “rise up suddenly” – In one night - Dan 5:4, 18-31; Rev 18:8-10 
iv. “the remnant of the people shall spoil thee” – a prophecy about Israel rising 

c. 2:9-11 – Woe! The evil who think riches will save them – Ps 52:7, Pro 18:11, 11:4 
i. There is a temptation and snare which drown men with sorrow - 1Ti 6:8-11 

ii. Life consists not in the abundance of things – Luke 12:15-21, Rev 2:9, 3:18 
iii. He stands at the door – Rev 3:20, Jam 5:3-4, 9-11, Mt 20:22, Rev 6:15-17 

d. 2:12-14 – Woe! A city built with blood and iniquity 
i. This is where you put wicked Jerusalem – Micah 3:9-12, Matt 23:34-35, 27:25 

ii. The prophecy against Babylon - Jer 51:58, a greater fire in Rev 18-9-18 
iii. The earth shall be filled with the knowledge  Isa 11:9; Ps 98:1-3, Rev 11:15 

e. 2:15-18 – Woe! They intoxicated the world, but they shall drink Rev 16:19, 18:6 
i. This is where you put Revelation 17 and the great whore – Jer 51:7 

ii. Their glory is in your shame  Phil 3:19 
f. 2:19 – Woe!  Idolatry – They commanded they worship the image - Rev 13:11-15 

i. Didn’t the king of Babylon have a molten image? Dan 3, Jer 51:17-18 
ii. You can put all sorts of artificial deities (omniscient, omnipotent) here 

iii. “no breath at all” - The problem with all artificial intelligence – Gen 2:7 
iv. They have ears, eyes, and mouths, but can’t hear, see, speak - Ps 135:15-18 

g. “in his holy temple” – which means he is the Judge and sees all – Ps 11:4, Isa 6:6, 66:6 
i. He will recompense Zeph 1:7, Ps 76:8-9, Zech 2:12-13. See also Rev 6:17 – 8:1 


