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Habakkuk 01 
The Burden – 1:1-17 
 

1. Habakkuk 1:1-4 - Habakkuk’s Cry 
a. Burden ~ the prophecy, message, load, heavy substance from the Lord. 
b. “How long?”  ...will God be silent, wait, be idle, while wickedness endures. 

i. Habakkuk is the faithful remnant in times of trouble, like Rev 6:10 
ii. The wicked are the pastors, priests, and prophets – Jer 23:1,11,15, 31-34 

iii. God is not slack, but longsuffering – Rom 2:3-5, 2 Pet 3:9-10 
c.  “shew me... behold...” -  The righteous Ps 119:37, Job 31:1, Matt 6:22-23 
d. “law is slacked” – Which is time for outside intervention – Ps 119:126 
e. “compass ... the righteous” – examples  Ps 22:12,16; 118:10-12; Jer 26:8; Rev 20:9 

 
2. Habakkuk 1:5-11 - God’s Response  

a. I raise up the heathen against wicked Israel 
b. Paul quotes this in Acts 13:41 – but it is not speaking about the mystery! 

i. Note: the verses are different by inspiration of God – not man’s invention 
ii. Some think Hab is a prophecy of the dispensation of grace – no! Eph 3:5 

iii. There are similarities, but .... similarities can’t dismiss differences. 
1. Both are God’s work among Gentiles  
2. Both are God’s working due to Israel’s fall and blindness, but... 

iv. The work of God is different (the operation of God = dispensation) 
1. Hab’s work is judgment; Paul’s message of God’s work is grace 
2. God’s work in Hab is destruction, God’s work in Acts is salvation 
3. Hab’s Gentiles are unbelievers; Paul’s Gentiles are believers. 
4. Paul’s quote not as doctrine to believers, but warning to unbelievers 
5. Paul warns Jews of unbelief, blindness, & wrath – Ro 1:18, 1Th 2:16 

c.  “though it be told you” – they will be blind to it - Isa 6:9-11, 29:14, John 2:19-20 
d. The Chaldeans, Nebby, is the Lord’s tool of punishment in Jer 25:4-9, Lev 26 
e. “all for violence” – which is what the Chaldeans do, not God – 2Chr 36:17, Ps 137:8-9 
f. “sup up as the east wind” - A nation shall devour you – Exo 10:13, Jer 5:15-31 
g. “princes shall be a scorn” – Fulfilled prophecies found here - 2Ki 24:14-16, Dan 1:1-4 
h. “heap dust, and take it” – Prophesy about how he will do it - Eze 4:2, 21:22, 26:8;  
i. “his mind change” – Now speaking of a man and his idolatrous mind 

i. Literally with Neb - Dan 4:30-31, and also... 11:36-38, 2 Thess 2:4, Rev 13:6 
 

3. Habakkuk 1:12-17 - Habakkuk’s Reaction 
a. Why do you let wicked devour the righteous 
b. “Holy One” – Jesus is Jehovah  Mk 1:24, Ac 3:14, 1Jn 2:20 cf Isa 43:3, 43:14-16, 54:5 
c. “we shall not die”  Israel will not cease – Jer 31:35-36, Mal 3:6 
d. Habakkuk now wonders about using unrighteous nation instead of the righteous 
e. “makest men as the fishes” – with no rule, no care, they are sport and prey 
f. “shall they therefore... “- Righteous judgment cannot be made by unrighteous people 


