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Ecclesiastes 11 LESSON 12
 

Living with Uncertainty 

 

 

 

 

1. Review 

a. ch. 8 - Living with injustice – Remember God will judge.   

b. ch. 9 - Living with death – Remember to the life God gives you now.  

c. ch. 10 - Living with fools – Be gracious. Avoid them. Be quiet, do your business. 

d. ch. 11 - Living with uncertainty – Be generous. Don’t get stuck. Do good.  

 

2. Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 – Do Good While You Can 

a. 11:1 – cast, give, sow, withhold not – the theme here is to act, do, while you can 

b. Paul’s instructions regarding are similar - 1 Tim 6:17-19 - perhaps due to Ro 8:26 

c. People connect bread and every word of God - Luke 4:4, Isa 55:10-11 

d. The point: do good unto others, do good while you can – for you don’t know… 

e. 11:3 – clouds are full in order to empty themselves, trees rise up to fall 

f. 11:4-6 – The uncertainty of what shall be can paralyze you, don’t let it. 

g. 11:6 – Sow the seed, the Lord gives four responses – Matt 13:9-23 

h. Paul says he that ploweth should plow in hope – 1 Cor 9:10 

 

3. Ecclesiastes 11:7-10 – Enjoy and Remember 

a. Final admonitions: the need to remember when things are good. 

b. 11:7 – God makes the sun shine on the evil and the good – Mt 5:45 

c. 11:8 – “remember…” – Life can be good, but remember that all is vanity. 

d. 11:9 -   To the youth – use your heart and your eyes, but with knowledge.. 

i. No one wants to keep in mind, know, acknowledge God’s judgment 

e. 11:10 – Rejoice…. But rejoice in righteousness and truth, remove sin and evil. 

i. “childhood and youth are vanity” – they go away, and it can hurt you later 

 

4. Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 – Evil Days 

a. 12:1 – “Remember now thy Creator” – The endpoint of Ecclesiastes to his son 

b. 12:2-8 is often spiritualized… be careful of inventing meanings, trust the words 

c. 12:2 can match Acts 2:20, and Rev 6:20 

d. 12:3 – keepers of the house can be your “arms”? or Isa 32:11, 2 Kings 11 

i. People tremble at God’s judgment – Isa 66:5, Ps 114:7, 119:20, Matt 24:42 

ii. Strong men bow in Luke 11:21-23, Rev 6:15 

e. 12:4 – “brought low” is prophetic language… or is it your ears going bad? 

f. 12:5 – Confuses all, but we see lots of fear in Revelation at the coming of the Lord 

g. 12:6-8 – When there is no water, men turn back to dust. All is vanity. Matt 24:22 

i. Remember… without the word of the Lord, we all die – Eph 5:26 


