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“If ye have heard of the 
dispensation of the grace of 
God which is given me to 
you-ward: How that by 
revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery;” 

- Eph 3:2-3 

Defining a Dispensation 
Understanding revelations within God’s plan  
 
 
Purpose:  
To understand and define a dispensation 
from Scripture to better understand God’s 
progressive revelation. 
 
 
Outline: 
 

1. Bible study requires: 
a. Understanding of God’s single eternal purpose and plan 

i.  Isaiah 44:6; Eph 1:9 
b. That his purpose is revealed and carried out over time (progressively) 

i.  Heb 1:1 – sundry times 
ii.  1 Peter 1:10 – prophets didn’t know 

c. We must divide the Scriptures to put them in context of God’s plan 
i.  2 Tim 2:15 – rightly dividing the word of truth 

 
2. Defining a Dispensation 

a. Dispensation: A new revelation from God about his plan and purpose 
 
b. Gal 3:17-15 – Biblical passage listing the revelations from God 
c. Promise – 3:16 

i.  Promise of blessing and the land - Genesis 15:18-17:7-8 
ii.  Stewards: the fathers (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) Romans 15:8 

d. Law – 3:17-19 
i.  The purpose of the law - Romans 3:19-20 
ii.  The law and the covenant - Exodus 19:5-8 
iii.  Steward: Moses – John 1:17, Luke 24:44 

e. Grace (Faith) – 3:22-23 
i.  Eph 3:1-3 – the dispensation given to me 
ii.  Romans 16:25 – which was kept secret since the world began 
iii.  Steward: Paul - 1 Tim 1:16, Col 1:25, 1 Cor 9:17 

f. Kingdom 
i.  Mark 1:14-15 
ii.  Isaiah 2, Revelation 21-22, Daniel 2:44 
iii.  Kingdom not yet here - Hebrews 2:8 
iv. Stewards: Peter and the Disciples - Luke 12:32, Matt 16:19 

g. Fullness of times 
i.  Eph 1:10 – dispensation of fullness of times 
 

3. Understanding the dispensations 
a. When reading God’s Word and revelation we must read it in the proper 

context in relation to his plan and purpose 
i.  Remembering we know Gods word to be true and accurate 
ii.  We can discern what scripture describes the past, present, and future 
iii.  We can discern who is speaking, about what, and to whom 
iv. We can better understand our place in God’s purpose and plan 


