
LESSON 30

Romans 4:18-25
By Grace Through Faith

1. 4:16-18 - By Grace to All
a. “father of us all…” that believe so that righteousness might be imputed - Rom 4:11
a. “I have made thee…” in Gen 17:5, God had done it already; Gal 3:8, Gen 12:3
b. “many nations” - The only father given this promise was not circ or under law -Gen 12:3
c. Gentiles thru faith do not inherit Israel’s earthly things not being seed many - Gal 3:16
d. “before him whom he believed” the only sense he is our father Gal 3:7,9, 22, 26
e. “that he might become…” - ‘what’ he believed was different than us, ‘who’ is the same
f. “So shall thy seed be” - From Gen 15:5, the promised seed was many… through one.

2. 4:18-19 - His Strong Faith
a. “God… quickeneth” - Not only gives life, but life from dead - Jn 5:21, 1Co 15:36, Eph 2:5

i. What was dead? His aged body, Sarah’s womb, also Rebekah, Hannah, Elizabeth
b. “calleth those things…“ - God’s words have power - Gen 1:3, Isa 46:9-11, 55:11
c. “which be not as though they were”-This confidence results in faith and hope - Heb 11:1

i. Faith: Words = substance; of God = evidence that changes thoughts
d. “against hope” = hopeless situation - “believed in hope” expecting what God said to be
e. “not weak in faith” - Not, ‘strong in good works’ but ‘strong in faith’ - Heb 11:11-19
b. “considered not” - The law is weak, our flesh is weak - Mat 26:41, Rom 8:3, 14:1, Gal 4:9

i. “little faith” = lack of understanding not quantity - Mt 6:30,16:7-9,17:20, Lk 17:5
c. What makes faith strong is the object, not the person or power of will - Phil 4:13

i. Grace (through faith) is strong when we are weak - 2 Cor 5:7, 12:9-10

2. 4:20-22 - Faith Glorifies God’s Performance
a. “staggered not… through unbelief” - He laughed, but did not doubt
b. “strong in faith” = being fully persuaded that God will do what he says - Rom 10:7

i. Don’t mistake boldness, stubbornness, education, tradition for strong faith
c. “glory to God” – God glorified through faith w/o works despite condition/ability
d. “fully persuaded”- Which comes from God’s words - Rom 3:4, 1Th 2:13, 1Tim 4:13
e. “able also to perform” - God’s sufficiency (grace) found in Israel’s NT, too - 2Co 3:4-6

i. Some things we don’t know, but this one thing we should - 1 Cor 2:2, 2 Tim 1:12
f. “and therefore” –because of his persuasion, faith in God’s promise/performance (grace)

3. 4:23-25 - What God Performed for Us
a. “not for his sake alone” - We learn, too - Rom 15:4, Gal 3:8, 1Co 9:10, 10:6,11, 2Ti 3:16

i. The mystery of the gospel explains salvation for all (unknown before)
b. “if we believe…” the condition for imputed righteousness, non-imputation of sins
c. “on him that raised up…”- God: Father (Gal 1:1) Son (Jn 10:18) Spirit (1Pe 3:18)

i. The resurrection of Christ was preached to Israel, too - Rom 10:8-9, 1 Cor 15:11
d. 4:25 Declares the gospel preaching of the cross as also in 3:24, 26, 1Co 15:1-4, 2Co 5:21

i. Abraham trusted God’s performance to quicken his/her flesh for a seed.
ii. We trust God’s performance in Christ’s death, burial, resurrection for salvation.


