
LESSON 15

Romans 2:16-25
According to My Gospel

1. 2:16 - According to My Gospel
a. “my gospel” - in defense of his apostleship - Rom 2:16, 16:25, 2 Tim 2:8

i. Also “our gospel” when speaking in unity w/Gentiles - 2Co 4:3, 1Th 1:5, 2Th 2:14
ii. Also i.e. 2 Tim 1:11, 1 Tim 1:11, 1 Th 2:4, Col 1:25, Gal 1:11, 1 Cor 9:17

b. “How can judgment ‘according to my gospel’ be the same as ‘according to his deeds’?“
i. ‘my gospel’ does not remove judgment; it proves it is righteous - Rom 3:31, 3:6
ii. ‘my gospel’ is salvation unto all due to all under sin and all without excuse.

iii. God will judge thoughts/deeds, secret/known, without difference in men 1Ti 2:7
iv. 2 Tim 2:7 ‘all things’ includes the lesson of righteous judgment with or w/o law

2. 2:17 - Thou Art Called a Jew
a. “Behold” - ‘Look’ how this explains what Paul meant by judging secrets by his gospel.
b. “thou” - His audience includes Jews at Rome - Rom 1:7, 16, 4:1, 7:1, 14-16
c. “a Jew” is in view in Romans 2 as under the law in time past as one set up to judge over

i. Hebrew = language/lineage; Jew = religion/law; Israel = nation/land/covenant
ii. There was an advantage/privilege to being called a Jew - Rom 3:1

3. 2:17-20 - Description of a Jew
a. 2:17 - “restest in the law” - True for them, not a warning - Ps 1:2-3, 23:4, 119:165-176
b. “thy boast of God” - Ps 34:2, 44:8, 135:4, 147:19-20, Rom 9:4-5
c. 2:18 - “knowest his will” - the law and prophets - Ps 40:8, De 30:11, Jn 4:22, Mt 6:10
d. “things excellent” - The law/Israel destined to excel - Deu 4:7-8, Heb 8:6, Isa 60:15

i. The mystery excels Israel’s law - Ro 5:20, 1Cor 12:31, Phi 1:9-10, 3:8-9, Eph 3:18
e. 2:19 - “guide … light” - Isa 42:6, Lk 2:32, Ps 119:105, law Prov 6:23, prophecy 2 Pet 1:19

i. Their light/guide was in their doing what God taught - Matt 5:13-15, Jn 3:18-21
f. 2:20 - Knowledge instructs, but also puffs up. A Jew holds the truth in the law (Ro 1:18)

4. 2:21-23 - Holier Than Thou Hypocrisy
a. “holier than thou” comes from Isaiah 65:5 referring to rebellious self-righteous Israel
b. The law gave Israel the advantage, and the prophets brought their sin to light.

i. Men leave churches because they see hypocrites, but they don’t read the Bible.
ii. Men think religion creates hypocrites, but God’s word calls them all out in truth.

c. If you are under the law, then you are judged by it (cursed) - Gal 3:10-13, Matt 7:1-5

5. 2:24-25 - Circumcision Made Uncircumcision
a. God’s name was blasphemed among the Gentiles by Israel -  Isa 52:5 & Eze 36:20-23

i. The church today also warned against blasphemy - 1 Tim 6:1, Titus 2:5,8, 10
b. “if thou keep the law” - The profit of being called a Jew was in doing not knowing/teach
c. “circumcision is made uncircumcision” - This prophetic condemnation of Israel - Jer 9:26

i. Judgment (and salvation) requires this acc. to Paul’s ‘my gospel’ - Acts 7:51-52


