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2 Timothy 4:11-13
Bring with Thee

1. A Note:
a. Passages like this are mundane - but provide a glance into life behind the epistles.
b. Inspiration is God’s record even of details - the mundane parts are also inspired.
c. Glance passages invite conjecture/speculation.

i. Better or popular theories get repeated and can become tradition. (Caution)
ii. We don’t have the full picture, know what the Bible says and what it doesn’t.

2. 4:11 - Only Luke is with Me
a. Luke wrote more Bible than Paul - 50k words to Paul’s 43k (John 30-40k)
b. The beloved physician endured affliction with Paul - shipwreck, arrest, etc. Col 4:14
c. Find him in the 1st person “we” “us” in Acts 16:11-18, 20:4-21:19, 27:1-28
d. What we know: he was faithful - he remained with Paul in the end.
e. Speculation: one of the 70 (Luke 10)? Jew or Gentile? Did he paint with Mary?

3. 4:11-12 - Bring Mark
a. Mark: A Jewish believer from Peter’s ministry, given credit for the gospel - 1 Pet 5:13
b. Barnabas nephew - Col 4:10, he took him w/Paul - Acts 12:25
c. He deserted Paul - Acts 13:5, 13 which later caused a rift w/Barnabas - Acts 15:36-41
d. Barnabas is gone, but Mark restored as profitable /fellowlabourer - Col 4:10, Phm 24
e. Demas was once profitable, but now forsakes. Mark once forsook, but now is profitable.
f. “Tychicus” - a faithful messenger/reliever - Acts 20:4, Eph 6:21, Col 4:7, Titus 3:12
g. Speculation: How was he profitable? Same Mark? Tychicus sent to replace Timothy?

4. 4:13 - Bring the Cloke
a. Carpus only mentioned here. Troas comes up frequently in his travels.
b. Macedonian call Acts 16:6-12 - open door/no rest 2Cor 2:12-13 - Eutychus Acts 20:5-12
c. Speculation: Why does he need this cloke? Wouldn’t he travel with one? Arrest in Troas?

i. Luke, Pudens, Linus, Claudia, other brethren in Rome could/n’t get him a cloke
ii. Troas would take Timothy the long route to Paul - a cloke in 3-5 months

iii. It is cold in a cellar prison - 2 Cor 11:27, but where art thou Luke? 1 Tim 6:8
iv. It is more valuable than a covering - Joseph, Jonathan, Elijah - 1 King 19:13, 19

d. Paul ‘suffers the loss of all things’, ‘no man stood with’ him, ‘not chargeable’, ‘a pattern’
i. Spurgeon - “grace shines best in common things” - physical suffering/needs
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5. 4:13 - Bring the Books
a. Binding books invented in the 1st century, before that: scrolls, papyrus, parchments
b. Christians were not illiterate: they read - Acts 26:24, 1Ti 4:13, Eph 3:4, Col 4:16, 1Th 5:27
c. Study alone does not guarantee growth, but growth cannot happen without the Bible.
d. Speculation: What books/parchments were these?

i. These could include non-inspired texts - legal docs, citizenship papers
ii. He is requesting study material (studying/preaching to the end - OT/NT)

iii. He is requesting reading material (the word of God brings comfort) - Rom 15:4
iv. He is requesting writing material (letters to write, still ministering to the saints)
v. He is requesting his writings (to make copies, to reference, to preach from)
vi. He is requesting all scriptures (to compile, leaving a legacy) - Col 1:25, 2 Pet 3:16

vii. “an end of writing…in a book” -Deu 31:24 , “Bind up the testimony” Isa 8:16
e. Paul’s last request is for… faithful men, a cloke, scriptures.


