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2 Timothy 4:8
A Crown of Righteousness

1. 4:8 - For Me A Crown
a. “Henceforth … laid up for me” - A hope he has in heaven - Col 1:5
b. “a crown” - Fits the context talking of soldier, athlete, husbandman fulfilling their task

i. A crown is an ornament on your head, which is also called your crown - Job 2:7
ii. What’s on your head speaks to your identity (e.g dunce cap, covering, logos)

iii. 1 Cor 9:24-25 The corruptible crown is the laureate (crown of laurels), their glory
iv. Paul is not looking for a hat, nor counting his heavenly nest egg - Eph 1:3, 2:6-7

2. Crowns in the Bible
a. Crowns cast down are gold crowns on 24 heads - Rev 4:4, 4:10-11
b. Crowns are tokens of power, title; reward, prize; honor, glory - Job 19:9

i. Crowns of power/title - Anointed high priest - Exo 28:36-38, Lev 21:10-12, Ps 8:5
ii. Crowns rewarded - knowledge 14:18, riches 14:24, life James 1:12

iii. Crowns of glory - grace 4:9, virtuous wife 12:4, hoary head 16:31, children 17:6,
lovingkindness and mercy - Ps 103:4

c. Other crowns - book of the Lord - Job 31:35-36,
i. The LORD himself will be their crown (their glory) - Isa 28:5
ii. Jerusalem (Israel my glory) as a crown - Isa 62:3, Lam 5:16

iii. Crown of thorns - Jesus’ humiliation taking the curse of sin - Matt 27:29, Jn 19:5
d. Crown of righteousness refers to the title, prize, and glory of righteousness.

3. Crown of Righteousness
a. Righteousness is by faith in the gospel of Christ - Rom 4:3-5, 5:1

i. Christ made righteousness for us - 1 Cor 1:30, Phi 3:9, 2 Cor 5:21
ii. “the righteous judge” - Paul knows who, and the Lord is righteous to give it

b. Righteousness is what we now serve in our members - Rom 6:13, 18-20, 1Cor 15:34
i. Fruits of righteousness by putting on Christ - Eph 4:22-24,5:9, Phi 1:9-11
ii. Paul follows after righteousness - 1 Tim 6:11, 2 Tim 2:22, 3:16, Phi 3:10-12

c. Righteousness is what is our future hope/prize/glory - Phi 3:14, Rom 5:18, 21
i. A resurrected body (not just what is put on our head) - Rom 8:18-19, 23
ii. We wait for the hope of righteousness by faith (eternal life) - Gal 3:21, 5:5

iii. Our title, reward, glory, power found in the resurrection - Eph 1:18-23
iv. Paul’s “blessed hope” is the “hope of glory” “Christ in him” - Titus 2:13, Col 1:27
v. Paul receiving this crown requires the gospel given to him - 2 Tim 1:10-12, 2:5-8

d. Righteousness is what he is (justified), has done (service), will be (glory) all in Christ
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4. Not Me Only
a. How we know that Paul is not merely boasting of what he earned.

i. His joy and crown includes others in the Lord - Phi 4:1, 2:16-17
ii. He rejoices in these faithful saints risen with him in glory - 1 Thess 2:19-20

b. “that love his appearing” - which is on Paul’s mind since 1:10,12, 2:10-11, 4:1
c. “unto all them also” - He is not alone no matter who deserts him, or what men judge

i. That there are others speaks to Paul’s faithful ministry, which we can continue til
he come … pressing toward the mark for the prize, that crown.


