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2 Timothy 4:6-7
Paul’s Departure

1. 4:6 - My Departure
a. “make full proof” – to prove (evidence that it is true) to the full, i.e. faithful.

i. Get it done, stay the course, hold fast to it – 1 Thess 5:21
ii. 1 Tim was practical/personal; 2 Tim is preparing for this information

b. “I am now ready…” – Not within himself, but that the time has come for Paul to die
i. Paul has been ready for a while – Ro 8:23, 1Co 15:31, 2Co 1:9, 4:11-12, 11:23
ii. Death not a new prospect - Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Ephesus,

Jerusalem, Rome, Caesarea, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, etc.
c. “the time is … at hand” – No reason to believe he was wrong.

i. It is said, Paul was beheaded in 67AD due to Nero’s massacre, but it is also said
that milk flowed out, he reappeared alive, and his head reconnected to his spine

d. “to be offered” – This refers to his service for/in Christ – Phi 2:17
i. A body presented a living sacrifice is Christ’s –Phi 1:29, Col 1:24, Ro 12:1, Gal 2:20
ii. Your body purchased with a price, not your own – 1 Cor 6:19-20

iii. The sweet savour of Christ – 2 Cor 2:14-15, Eph 5:2
iv. Offering to God for others sounds charitable – 1 Cor 13:1-3 (notice the “I”)

e. “my departure” – Not just a euphemism, but certain hope.
i. To the lost: death is the end, tragedy, the unnecessary sadness, a cruel joke.
ii. To those saved by the gospel of Christ: death is different - Phi 1:20-26

iii. Death is gain, far better, remodeling, new clothes, swallowed up of life, home,
sight, present with the Lord, great appearing, excellent eternal glory - 2 Cor 5:1-9

iv. Incomparable glory, expected hope, manifestation of the sons of God, glorious
liberty, adoption, redemption of our body - Rom 8:18-23

v. Putting on incorruption, immortality, victory, 1 Cor 15:51-57
vi. Hope of his calling, riches of glory, exceeding riches, attain the power of

resurrection, perfection – Eph 1:18-20, 2:6-7, Phi 3:10-12
vii. Blessed hope, glorious appearing, day of inheritance, joy, reward - Titus 2:13
viii. He remains for the charitable ministry toward others, but time is up.

2. 4:7 – Paul’s Reflection
a. “I am” (present), “my departure” (near future) changes to “I have” (past)

i. 1) Fought a good fight, 2) Finished my course, 3) Kept the faith
ii. Paul assures Tim has not dropped the ball – 2 Tim 1:8, 2:7-10, 3:10

iii. Paul has been a faithful pattern, faithful workman, faithful steward


