
LESSON 41

Find more free lessons at graceambassadors.com

2 Timothy 4:2
Preach the Word

1. 4:2 - Preach the Word
a. Paul’s charge found in v2-5 – “preach the word” “be instant” “reprove, rebuke, exhort”
b. This seems almost obvious, why would Paul be so fervent to “charge thee before God”
c. 1) Preaching not the same as teaching/studying/believing – 2 Tim 1:11,1 Tim 6:2

i. Teaching instructs, informs, instills, indoctrinates – success in learning – 2Ti 2:24
ii. Preaching proclaims, exhorts, stirs – success in hearing, response, belief, action

iii. Not all teachers of right division preach it well - Rom 16:25, Eph 1:13
d. 2) The power is in the word

i. The power of God found in the preaching of the cross – 1 Cor 1:18, 2:4-5
ii. The power comes from the words inspired by God – 1 Tim 4:13, 16, 2 Tim 3:15-17

iii. This means you must have the word in your hand to preach (i.e. preservation)
e. 3.) The word is easily replaced

i. With what? Stories (fables), current events, opinions, speculations, rhetoric.
ii. The word must be preserved and that through preaching/belief – Titus 1:3

iii. The Body is built by preaching - 1 Cor 1:21-24
iv. Preaching needed to partake, hold, faithful, continue – 2 Tim 1:8,13, 2:2, 3:14

2. 4:2 - Be Instant
a. Instant ~def. Present; pressing; urgent. Attend to with priority, necessity, imperative.

i. “a moment’s notice”, “ready, set …” is a future time, but instant time is now
ii. Ex. Lk 7:4, 23:23 (Mk 15:14, Mt 27:23), Acts 26:7, Rom 12:12; board, China, Musk

iii. Non-instancy = “get around to it”, “will do it later”, “not a good time”, crickets
b. “in season” – when it is convenient, when it is a good/right time – “door was opened”
c. “out of season” – when inconvenient – ex. Acts 17:2,10, 16, 20:18-21, 28:16-17, 30-31
d. Christians are renown for appointing certain times, days, seasons for service – Gal 4:10

i. The charge is to be instant at all times – Phi 1:20, 4:12-13, Eph 6:19-20
ii. When we don’t prioritize in all seasons, we are doing disservice.

e. Paul charges to seize the opportunity “for the time will come when…” 4:3

3. 4:2 – Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort
a. These are similar functions that the word of God performs – 2 Tim 3:16

i. But now it works effectually in the man of God who preaches – 2 Tim 3:17, 4:2
b. Reproof ~def. To convict of wrong (trial); proof of reprobation. <-judgmental
c. Rebuke ~def. Put a stop to (arrest).  Forbid, beat back, repel, scold. <-judgmental
d. Exhort ~def. To encourage / urge to do what you should. <-judgmental - 1 Cor 2:15
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i. 1 Cor 11:31, Better to judge ourselves than to be judged by 2 Tim 4:1
ii. Rebuke a wise man, he will love thee Prov 9:8, refuse reproof = err – Prov 10:17

e. The goal of reproof and rebuke is soundness in faith - Titus 1:13
f. Rebuke is necessary for grace – the gracious way to respond to sin – Titus 2:11-15
g. The Lord did it, our apostle did it, and commands it – Eph 5:11, 2 Tim 4:2
h. Preaching is not supposed to be always easy or fun, get a platform, it requires integrity.

i. “longsuffering” needed for 1) the error, 2) the rebuke, 3) the response
ii. Sound “doctrine” needed – else it is simply wrong (a lie, a tradition, a fable)

i. Refusing reproof, rebuke, exhortation is to resist the word of God. 2 Tim 4:3-4
j. Not enduring: “Don’t offend! Don’t judge! Nobody’s wrong! Too harsh! Don’t critique!”
k. This activity is the affliction of ministry, the work of ministry, the proof of ministry… 1:8

i. Also, it is the fight of faith, strength of grace, the edification of the Body of Christ.


