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2 Timothy 4:1
Judgment at His Coming

1. Paul’s Last Charge
a. Chapter 4 - A final exhortation to be faithful after Paul’s departure
b. Charge ~def. To give duty; to adjure, order, command, instruct w/ authority and earnest
c. The charge is found in v2-5 – “preach the word” “be instant” “reprove, rebuke, exhort”
d. The charge is one he gives by the Spirit, “before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ”
e. The righteous Judge – Acts 17:30-31, 2Ti 4:8, Psa 96:13, Jer 23:5-6, Isa 9:6, 2:2, John 5:13

2. Judgment to Come
a. Future judgment is a recurring theme in this final chapter of Paul’s last book.
b. Paul’s heart behind this charge is because his eyes are on what is to come. Phi 1:21, 3:11
c. “who shall judge” – Different responsibilities/judgments one Judge - Heb 9:27, Rom 2:16
d. Judge, v.~def. To hear, evaluate, examine, discern, determine, decide; reward or punish

i. Judge is not only a punishment - Psalm 42:2, Matt 16:27, 25:31-34, 1 Cor 3:14
ii. He is the God of the living (which means there is judgment) – Lk 20:38, Mk 12:27

3. Judgment of All
a. Who is judged? All, including Paul, Timothy; you, me, all; living/dead, saved/unsaved.
b. “quick and the dead” - Both the living and the dead (quick = made alive, living flesh)

i. ‘quick’ is said to be archaic, but quicksand, quicksilver, and ‘cut to the quick’
ii. Psalm 119:149, 154, 156 – Quicken me according to thy judgment.

iii. Definition verses - John 5:21,6:63, Rom 4:17, 8:11, Col 2:13, 1 Cor 15:36, 15:45
iv. “quick and the dead” found 3x - Acts 10:35-42, 1 Pet 4:5, 2 Tim 4:1

c. The quick are those quickened with Christ (saved) - Eph 2:1,4-6
i. He will make manifest the counsels of hearts of believers - 1 Cor 4:4-5
ii. The terror is found in the judgment of the dead - 2 Cor 5:10-11

iii. The urgency of this charge is due to the coming judgment of all men.

4. The Time of Judgment
a. “at his appearing and his kingdom” – which means not now in disp. of grace – 2Cor 6:2
b. There are multiple judgments: none happen until he appears and his kingdom.
c. The return of Jesus Christ is a foundational doctrine for Christian hope.

i. Why? Because when he comes, it will be with reward, justice, glory (judgment)
d. He appears for His body (Titus 2:13, Col 3:4) then judgment acc. to 1 Cor 3:10-13
e. He will appear to earth a second time to judge – John 5:29-30,12:48, Heb 9:27-28
f. Israel will judge with him in that kingdom – Lk 22:30, Rev 11:15, 20:4-6,12, Rev 22:20
g. The Lord’s return encourages us to prioritize the work of preaching the word - 1 Thess


