
LESSON 39 

 
 

2 Timothy 4:1 
Paul’s Last Charge 

 
 
 
 

1. 4:1 – A Final Charge 
a. These last words of Paul finishes his course – 2 Tim 4:6-7 
b. Chapter 4 - A final exhortation to be faithful after Paul’s departure 
c. “I charge thee…” – Paul charges frequently - 1 Th 2:11, 5:27, 1 Tim 1:18, 5:7, 5:21, 6:17 
d. Charge ~def. To give duty; to adjure, order, command, instruct w/ authority and earnest 
e. “… preach the word” – The first good work mentioned after “all good works” - 2 Tim 3:17 

i. The first and last charge both about sound doctrine – 1Tim 1:3 
ii. 1 Tim  teach doctrine (instruction); 2 Tim  preach doctrine (exhortation) 

f. “therefore” – Why? He knows the word, now be partaker, pure, perfect, preacher 
i. Ch 1) be not ashamed of the word (the testimony) 

ii. Ch 2) be faithful to the word; Avoid the trap of wrong words 
iii. Ch 3) be perfect in the word, continue in the sufficiency of the word - 3:14-17 

 
2. 4:1 – Before the Judge 

a. “before God” – This makes the charge compelling (not just Paul’s advice) 
i. Coram Deo – Popular Latin phrase from this verse ‘before God’ 

ii. “in the sight of God” “in the eyes of the Lord” “under God” who sees all 
iii. This speaks to all sincerity (under God’s true witness) – 2 Co 1:18, 2:17, 4:2, 12:19 
iv. See also Luke 1:8, 24:19, Acts 7:46, 23:1, Rom 4:2, Gal 1:20, 1 Th 3:13 

b. Other charges before God - 1 Tim 5:21, 6:13-16 
c. The good confession – “that I should bear witness to the truth” – John 18:37  

 
3. 4:1 – The Lord Jesus Christ 

a. Godhead issue: “and“ does not conflict with the three in one: Father and Son 
b. “I and my Father are one” – Mk 12:29, Jn 10:30, 1Jn 5:7,5:20, Phi 2:6-11, Col 2:9, 1Ti 3:16 
c. The Lord Jesus Christ is God - Romans 14:9-12 
d. He is Lord of lords – Psalm 136:3, Rev 19:16, Col 1:15 + 18 
e. He is also the Judge - John 5:22-27, Acts 17:31, 2 Tim 4:8, Psalm 50:6, 96:13, 98:9 

 
4. 4:1 – The Coming Judgment 

a. Judgment a recurring theme in this final chapter of Paul’s last book.  
b. “who shall judge” – There will be a judgment of all, including Timothy and Paul.  
c. Judge, v.~def. To hear, evaluate, examine, discern, determine, decide; reward or punish 

i. Judge is not only a punishment - Psalm 42:2, Matt 16:27 
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ii. He is the God of the living (which means there is judgment) – Lk 20:38, Mk 12:27 
d. “quick and the dead” - Who is judged?  Both the living and the dead (quick = made alive)  

i. “quick and the dead” found in Acts 10:42, 1 Pet 4:5, 2 Tim 4:1 
ii. ‘quick’ is said to be archaic, but quicksand, quicksilver, and ‘cut to the quick’ 

iii. Definition verses - John 5:21, Rom 4:17, Rom 8:11, Col 2:13, 1 Cor 15:36, 15:45 
iv. Psalm 119:149, 154, 156 – Quicken me according to thy judgment. 

e. The quick are those quickened with Christ - Eph 2:1-6 
i. He will make manifest the counsels of hearts of believers - 1 Cor 4:4-5 

ii. The terror is found in the judgment of the dead - 2 Cor 5:10-11 
iii. The urgency of this charge is due to the coming judgment on all men.  

f. “at his appearing and his kingdom”  
i. There are multiple judgments: none happens until he appears and his kingdom. 

ii. He appears for His body (Titus 2:13, Col 3:4) for judgment acc. to 1 Cor 3:10-13 
iii. He will appear to earth a second time to judge – John 12:48, Heb 9:27-28 
iv. Israel will judge with him in that kingdom – Lk 22:30, Rev 11:15, 20:4-6,12 
v. Knowing the appearing of the Lord, we should walk now as before him. 1 Th 3:13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


