
LESSON 36 

 
 

2 Timothy 3:11-13 
Persecution and Affliction 

 

 
 

1. Persecution and Affliction - Matt 5:10-12, Acts 8:1-3, 9:1-3 
a. Persecution ~def. Punishment or harassment due to belief, Christian identity, ministry.  
b. What it’s not: disliked, losing in life, face consequence, liability, unfair, cheated, rejected 

i. U.S. persecution is rising but less than North Korea, China, Nigeria, India, etc.  
c. Affliction ~def. Pain, distress, grief in the body or mind.  2 Cor 11:23-28 

i. Some of this stress and pain is self-inflicted to reach a goal.  
ii. Want affliction free life? Take no responsibility, do nothing, go nowhere, never 

fail, no relationships, no charity, no ministry.  
 

2. 3:11 – I Endured… the Lord Delivered 
a. “Antioch, Iconium, Lystra” – Acts 13:45-51, 14:1-7, 14:19-22 
b. Timeline note: Timothy likely saved in Acts 14 since he knew fully about these 
c. “I endured” – By God’s strength – 1 Cor 15:10, Eph 3:7, 2 Cor 1:3-4, 2 Tim 4:17 
d. “out of them all the Lord delivered me” – How?  

i. He faced death and still lives in Christ (still suffered) - Rom 15:31, 2 Cor 1:10. 1:9 
ii. He will be martyred but says God will deliver him – 2 Tim 4:18, Phi 3:10 

iii. When he faces death, he is facing a win/win situation – Col 1:24, 2 Cor 4:11 
iv. He remains/persists for the magnification of Christ – Phi 1:20-26 

 
3. 3:12 – Benefits of Living Godly 

a. “yea, and all” – Not just toward Paul because of his personality/past – Acts 8, 9, Gal 1:23 
b. “will live godly” – in contrast to allowing ungodly ideas of 2 Tim 2:16, 3:5-8 

i. Proving yourself a minister happens in the face of peril – 2 Cor 6:4-5, 12:10 
ii. Persec. comes from zeal of religion contrary to truth –1Th 2:15, Acts 26:11, 17-21 

c. “in Christ Jesus” - good living, serving God, religious pluralism, universalism, compromise 
is safe, but faithful to His words in service of Christ and his cross is hard – Gal 5:11, 6:12 

d. “shall suffer” – To be expected Jn 15:20, Gal 6:14, but also a duty to suffer it 2 Tim 1:8 
 

4. 3:13 – Worse and Worse 
a. “but” – In contrast to what the godly shall do… is what evil men shall do… 
b. “evil men” in the Bible do not have a good end – Prov 24:1, 19-20, 28:5 
c. “worse and worse” - why after the 2nd admonition reject – Titus 3:10 

i. Why they get worse? They receive not the love of the truth -2Th 2:7-13, 1Tim 4 
d. “deceiving and being deceived” – If you don’t traffic in truth, you will not recognize it.  


