
LESSON 30 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 3:1 
Last Days and Perilous Times 

 
1. 3:1 - This Know Also 

a. Ch 1 – “be not ashamed of the testimony” – Faithful testimony – Power of God 
b. Ch 2 – “be strong in the grace” – Faithful workmanship – Preparing for the work 
c. Ch 3 – “be perfect” – Faithful amidst evil – Perilous times and evil men.   

i. The mettle of a man is tested in adversity.  
ii. Being prepared does not mean there will not be problems or perils.  

iii. The last thing Paul said was about the will of the devil to ensnare and take captive 
 
2. Which Last Days 

a. When is he talking about? The last days of what? Prophecy… Mystery… his life? 
b. Last days can refer to a feast, month, year, time of life, responsibility/job, life. 
c. Isa 2:2 – In the last days there is a kingdom in Zion.  
d. Acts 2:17 (Joel 2:28-32) - In the last days at Pentecost, Spirit, signs, before day of the Lord 
e. 2 Pet 3:3-10 – In the last days, scoffers, where is he? All things continue as they were.  
f. Heb 1:2 – In these last days spoken to us by His Son 
g. The last days must be rightly divided – 1 Cor 15, 1Th 5, 2Th 2:2, 2Pe 3 

 
3. What Shall Come 

a. People want to make this sign of the end of the world because of Matt 24:3+, but no… 
i. Matt 24:6 – the end is not yet – 24:8 – the beginning of sorrows 

ii. 24:13 – endure … shall be saved – 24:14 – gospel of the kingdom 
b. Paul is not giving signs of what shall come, but a description of sins that shall be.  
c. 2 Tim 3:2 – “for men shall be… “ – not “Christ shall return, judge, appear, intervene” 
d. General sins are not signs of anything, but reprobation – how much is too much? Gen 6:5 

 
4. Perilous Times 

a. Peter spoke of “last time” as future yet also present (last of history) – 1 Pet 1:5, 20 
b. 1 John 2:18  lives in the last time because of present antichrists – 1 John 4:3 
c. Christ came in the last days of prophecy, the mystery was revealed during the last days 
d. 1 Cor 4:9 – Paul was part of the apostles last, appointed unto death - 1 Cor 15:8 
e. They “shall come”, but Paul already lived in peril –2 Cor 11:26, 2Ti 3:11-13, 2Th 3:2 

 
5. The Hour is Late … The Need is Great 

a. Everyone asks when it begins, but Paul is describing what will continue – perilous times. 
b. If 2 Tim 3:2-8 describes the perilous times that shall come, then they were a continuation 
c. 3:2-4 is identical to Rom 1:25, 3:5 identifies men alive, 3:6-8 “so do these” already 
d. 1 Tim 4:1 latter time was happening during Paul/Tim’s life, too – 2 Tim 3:13 
e. Last days refers to days prior to judgment. It has not yet come, so evil prevails.  Dan 8:23 
f. Christ had come, immortality revealed, but we live in a present evil world – Gal 1:4 
g. When it gets bad, that is not the time to quit. Remember your training. It will get worse. 


