
LESSON 29 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 2:24-26 
The Servant of the Lord 

 
1. 2:24 – The Servant of the Lord 

a. “must not strive” – Which is why you should avoid foolish and unlearned questions.  
i. Foolish question – “If the Bible is true, then why does it contradict?” Prov 26:4-5 

ii. Good strife = for the truth Phi 1:27; bad strife = rival people – Gal 5:20, Eph 6:12 
b. “gentle unto all men” – Not merely soft: Gentlemen show kindness/respect to others 

i. Regard to others, not burdensome, no brawler - Phi 2:3-4, 1Thess 2:6-7, Titus 3:2 
c. “apt to teach” – 1) must have right knowledge, 2) must be oriented to instruct not insult 
d. “patient” – Workmen are not superior, but a servant – waiting with hope – 1 Cor 13:4-7 

 
2. 2:25 – Those that Oppose Themselves 

a. Meekness ~def. Submission. Forbearance under injury or provocation. Lowly. 
i. It is not whipped cream, doormat - Mat 21:5, 2Cor 10:1, Gal 6:1, Eph 4:2, Titus 3:2 

ii. It is not weakness to not claim a power, to be opposed to pride or arrogance. 
iii. Opposite of brawling, disobedient, defiant, haughty, entitled, triggered 
iv. Num 12:3 – A man very meek above all the men upon the earth (cf 1 Cor 4:21) 
v. The meek inherit the earth, gets lifted up (wicked cast down), gospel preached, 

get saved, apt to be taught (thus apt to teach) – Psalm 25:9, 76:9, 147:6, Isa 61:1 
b. “instructing those that oppose themselves” – You are not their enemy, but they disagree. 

i. They think they are doing right or what’s best but are not.  
 
3. 2:25 – God and Repentance 

a. “if God” – God is doing something, but it is through your instruction of His words.  
b. Perhaps ~def. per = by; haps = plural hap “chance”) 2 Cor 2:7, Phm 15–  
c. Chance ~def.  What happens which is not intended, caused, expected, planned, foreseen. 
d. Things happen by chance (unplanned) in the Bible - Deu 22:6, 1Sam 6:1-9, Luke 10:31 
e. Adventure ~def. to take a chance – to see what will come, even at risk; to hazard.  
f. Peradventure ~def. By chance. Perhaps. If it happen to be. A risk or chance.  
g. 2:25 - The chance is not ignorance of God’s will, but about their ears hearing His words. 
h.  Repent ~def.  Change of mind (not a turning from sin) – Jer 8:6,18:10,31:10, Exo 13:17 
i. “acknowledging the truth” - Where do they hear the truth? The servant’s instruction.  
j. This is conversion, repentance, faith – but not acc. to evangelical head/heart teaching. 

 
4. 2:26 – Satan and Recovery 

a. “recover themselves” – This concerns the persons response to God, not God by force. 
b. “the snare of the devil” – Is a lie, deception, etc. Recovery is by believing the truth.  
c. “captive by him at his will” –The devil (slanderer, liar) traps men in lies; Satan (adversary) 

i. The devil captivates minds with wisdom and lusts (lies) not of God - Eph 6:11-12 
ii. He is “god of this world” and those ignorant of the gospel worship him - 2 Cor 4:4 

iii. False apostles, false Jesus, false ministers, doctrines of devils - 2 Cor 11:14-15 
d. God’s will and Satan’s will are the same (1 Tim 2:4), but differ over what is the truth. 


