
LESSON 28 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 2:22-23 
Fleeing, Following, and Fools 

 
 

1. 2:21 – Purging and Preparation 
a. Paul is writing about preparing faithful men in his absence.  
b. Preparation is not only getting right doctrine but purging the wrong. 2:19-21 

i. It does not strengthen ministry work to compromise; it weakens it. 
ii. Compromise found in politics, business, relationships, but has no place in truth. 

c. Purge – 1:7 fear, 1:8 shame, 2:1 weakness, 2:2 faithless, 2:3 cowardice, 2:4 distraction, 
2:5 disorder, 2:6 laziness/pride, 2:7-10 doubt, 2:12 denial, 2:13 disbelief, 2:14 wrong 
doctrine, 2:16 profane/vain babblings, 2:17 teachers of error, 2:19 iniquity, 2:21 neglect 

i. i.e. what’s inside the vessel brings honour, not what’s outside.  
 

2. 2:22 – Flee and Follow 
a. “Flee also” – A man flees because he first understands the danger.  
b. “youthful lusts” – The obvious: fornication – 1 Thess 4:3-5, 1 Cor 6:18 

i. The less obvious: covet, pride, love of world – 1 Cor 3:1,10:14, 1Tim 3:6,4:12,6:11 
ii. The lusts to satisfy body, soul, spirit - 1 John 2:16, rather than 1 Thess 5:22-23 

iii. It is common for ministers to lust after size, salary, celebrity (young man’s game) 
c. “follow righteousness” – A man follows what he loves. 

i. Knowing and doing are different. Feed the spirit and the flesh will wither.  
ii. You look at what you are following, you do not look at what you are fleeing. 

iii. Christ is your righteousness; we follow after in new life – Phi 3:12, Rom 13:14 
d. “faith, charity, peace” – These things are excellent, spiritual fruit, put on in Christ  
e. “with them… “ – Your association/assembly matters – follow these things in fellowship.   

i. The teaching of the Body is here: put off, put on, with one another – Col 3 
ii. “call on the Lord” – Whether Jew, Gentile, or church – 1 Cor 10:32, Rom 15:7 

iii. “out of a pure heart” – sincere, unfeigned, prayerful – 1 Tim 1:5 
 

3. 2:23 – Foolish Questions 
a. “avoid… questions” - People learn by asking questions (good), even more by listening.  

i. There are stupid questions. Avoid them by gaining wisdom – Eph 5:17 
ii. The right questions are the ones the Bible answers to the profit of all. 

iii. Where God is silent, you should be, too - Col 2:4, 8, 18 
b. What makes a question foolish or unlearned?  

i. It results in no profit, subversion, ungodliness, overthrown faith – 2:14, 16-18 
ii. Genealogies, philosophy, law, wisdom of world –Titus 3:9, Rom 1:22, 1 Tim 1:4,7 

iii. Questioning each other is good; questioning truth/God is not. “Hath God said?” 
iv. Ex: Ge 3:1, Ps 14:1,42:10, Ro 3:5,6:1,9:19,10:6,11:1, 1Co 15:35, 2Co 11:23,Ga 2:17 

c. Why are they asked? See the youthful lusts above – 1 Tim 6:4-5, 2 Cor 10:12 
i. Proverbs explains about fools (ch. 26) - fools must be identified; don’t be one. 

ii. The servant of the Lord answers questions – but does not suffer fools. 2 Cor 11:19 


