
LESSON 27 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 2:20-21 
Vessel Unto Honour 

 
 

1. 2:20 – A Great House 
a. The foundation is God’s – the house is God’s, too – Gal 6:10, Eph 2:20-22, 1 Tim 3:15 

i. “house of God” is not a physical building but the church (people) 
ii. “church of the living God” not Roman Catholic, but the Body of Christ – Eph 1:22 

iii. “pillar and ground of truth” – is not the truth but the structure holding it.  
b. “Why are their disagreements in the church?” –(Like 2 Tim 2:16-18?) Paul answers here.  

 
2. 2:20 – More than One Vessel 

a. “he shall be a vessel” – 2:21 - The vessels are people (one of seven faithful characters) 
b. God knows his own, but 1) not only one kind of vessel, and 2) not all function to honor. 

i. This is about vessels being used according to the master’s will – faithfulness.  
ii. Vessels hold things, in this case, truth –2 Tim 1:13, Titus 1:9 

c. 1) More than one kind of vessel – “not only vessels of gold and silver” 
i. This sounds like 1 Cor 15:35-45 – there are different kinds of bodies/glories  

ii. Gold and silver vessels have value, but if tarnished are not meet – Lev 6:28 
iii. Wood and earthen vessels are of lesser value, but also have a function. 2 Cor 4:7 
iv. Christ was in an earthen vessel (body), and died on a wooden vessel (cross) 

d. 2) Not all are to honor – “some to honour, and some to dishonour” – like 1 Cor 12:20-27 
i. Vessels should hold, whether gold, silver, wood, earth, honored or not – 1Co 4:10 

ii. Every vessel is in the house - if the house is the church, then all are saved 
iii. This is not a description of wheat and tares, or true and false believers. 
iv. This is not the potter destroying a vessel – Jer 1:1-18, Rom 9:21-22 

 
3. 2:21 – Purge Himself 

a. “if a man purge himself” – God is not purging here, the man is purging himself.   
i. This about workmanship, and a man’s choice to be faithful to the word.  

ii. What is being purged? The vain, unprofitable, profane, cankerous, faithless - 2:18 
iii. What should remain? Words that are profitable, holy, edifying – 1 Cor 3:10-15 

b. “he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified” – 1 Thess 4:3-4, 1 Tim 5:17 
i. You choose to be faithful or not; to work unto honor, or not; no matter the vessel 

ii. The honor from the vessels is not in themselves, but in the master’s use. 
iii. If we purge error, wrong doctrine, then we can be used to honor – 1 Th 2:13, 20 

c. “meet for the master’s use” - He made us meet to be partakers by grace – Col 1:12 
i. If we hold truth then we are meet to be used - prepared to good work – Eph 2:10  

d. “prepared unto every good work” 
i. Preparation is not just getting right doctrine but purging the wrong. 

ii. He becomes the faithful workman for the Master - 2 Tim 2:1-2, 3:17 
iii. More useful is the knowledgeable sinner, than the ignorant ‘righteous’. 
iv. Behavioral sins will come up next as “also” in 2 Tim 2:22 


