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2 Timothy 2:19 
The Foundation of God 

 
1. 2:18 - Faith is Overthrown 

a. “overthrow the faith of some” - Making this first about behavior not doctrine is a mistake 
i. The foundation of God is the truth of God – “the faith” – Rom 3:3, 4:6, 14:1, Ga 

1:23, 3:23, Eph 4:13, 1 Tim 1:2, 3:9, 4:1, 5:8, 6:10; 2 Tim 3:8, 4:7 
b. “Nevertheless” - Our faith (or lack) doesn’t determine truth, it rests on “the faith of God” 

i. Faith is overthrown because the foundation is not true (i.e. wrong doctrine) 
ii. Faith is overthrown by failing to rightly divide the word of truth. 

iii. Faith is stablished when it stands fast on the true foundation – Rom 16:25; 1Cor 
15:1, 58, 16:13, Gal 5:1, Eph 6:11, Phi 1:27, 4:1, Col 1:23,2:7, 4:12, 1Th 3:8, 2Ti 2:7 
 

2. 2:19 - The Sure Seal 
a. “standeth sure” – contrast to overthrown faith of some – 2Ti 2:13, Rom 3:3 
b. “having this seal” – set to secure, authenticate, affirm, establish (the seal is not us) 
c. “The Lord knoweth them that are his” – The Lord is the judge of all men – 2:11-15 

i. If the resurrection is past, has the Lord left us/them? No.  
ii. He knows whom he has called/chosen/saved/appointed, etc. Acts 19:15-16 

iii. Justification/sanctification/salvation is about God knowing us – Gal 4:9, 2Cor 13:5 
d. “Let every one…depart from iniquity” – Avoid vain and profane babbling - 2:14-18 

i. If the resurrection is past, do we lack responsibility? No.  
ii. Paul taught to depart from unfruitful works of darkness – Eph 5:1-11 

iii. Jesus taught these ideas to kingdom Israel - Matt 7:12, Luke 6:47, Rom 11:27,29 
 

3. 2:19 - The Foundation of God 
a. Christ is the chief corner stone – Matt 21:42-43, 1 Pet 2:6-7 
b. Who laid the foundation? 

i. Peter’s kingdom gospel founded on Christ - Matt 16:18 and Rev 20:14 
ii. Paul’s grace gospel founded on Christ crucified - 1 Cor 2:2, 3:10 (Rom 2:16, 15:20) 

iii. Christ: the only foundation – 1 Cor 3:11, 15:11  
iv. Christ: the unity of prophecy/mystery – Eph 1:9-10, Gal 2:8 

c. The foundation of the apostles and prophets = Christ - Eph 2:20 *see back 
i. Foundational things for Hebrews = faith and repentance – Heb 6:1 

ii. Foundational things for Gentiles = faith and repentance – Acts 20:21 
iii. The difference not where they build, but how they build – Acts 3:21 v. Rom 16:25 

 
4. An Old Testament Reminder 

a. Paul is alluding to Numbers 16:5,26 as testimony of vain babblings overthrowing faith.  
b. Korah and the 250 princes of Israel were wrong about timing and teaching 
c. Departing from iniquity includes departing from those teaching error 2 Tim 2:16 
d. Why? To not be consumed in others sins/error (e.g. “as doth a canker” 2:17) 
e. What happens if you don’t depart from iniquity? 2:1-18 – God is not mocked - Gal 6:7 
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8 Things to Remember about Ephesians 2:20 
 

1. These are new apostles and prophets. These need not be the OT prophets. 
2. There are apostles and prophets in the mystery body of Christ, too.  
3. The only foundation any one can lay is Jesus Christ - 1 Cor 3:11.  
4. The mystery was witnessed by the law and the prophets. Rom 3:21, Rom 1:1-5.  
5. The first things of the Hebrew message was faith and repentance. The first things of Paul's 
message which are also the first things in Paul’s. The difference was the content of faith.  
6. How people build is different than where they build. Paul laid Christ according to the mystery, 
Peter built upon Christ according to prophecy.  
7. Your access to the household of God is due to you being in His body not in Israel/covenants/law. 
8. There is unity with prophecy and mystery in Christ, the Son of God - Eph 1:10-11.  

 


