
LESSON 24 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 2:17 
Hymenaeus and Philetus 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 2:17 – Canker 
a. “their word” = profane and vain babblings (i.e. words to no profit) 
b. “will eat as doth a canker” – The definition is given you in the phrase. 
c. Canker ~def. A corruption that destroys by eating away bit by bit. (see Joel 1:4, 2:25) 

i. Note: The AV translators knew about ‘gangrene’ and chose ‘canker’ anyway. 
ii. Note: verb ending -st is the 2nd person singular, -th is the 3rd person singular 

 
2. 2:17-18 – Hymenaeus and Philetus 

a. Did he just call these men cankers? Yes, he did, and profane and vain babblers. 
b. Paul names people to beware – 2 Tim 1:15, 2:17, 4:10, 4:14-16 

i. He doesn’t speak to their personalities, preferences, looks, style, or their momma 
c. “concerning the truth have erred” – They were wrong. (There goes “nobody’s wrong”) 

i. It is one thing to be ignorant, or misunderstand, another to propagate error. 
d. Why name them? They’re engaged, influential, known, near, teaching error as truth 

i. For the sake of the truth, keeping it pure and profitable – 1 Tim 1:19-20 
ii. For the hearers’ sake, preventing subversion – 2Ti 2:14,18, Eph 4:29, Rom 16:18 

iii. For a pattern of faithful and warning of the unfaithful – Rom 16:1-17, Phi 3:17 
iv. It creates clarity, conversation, ears to hear, and prevents confusion 

e. Objections: “It can be offensive” – Should we rather offend the truth and the Body? 2:18 
i. “It causes disunity” – Our unity is of truth, not familiarity – Eph 4:3,13,15,1Co 10:1 

ii. “It could ruin their ministry”- They ruined it by their error, else Paul is lying.  
iii. “They teach good things, too” – which is the point; it’s not politics, its purity. 
iv. “It’s a stain on the church” – Error is the stain, not cleaning it up. Mt 7:5, 1Cor 6:2 
v. “Who made you the judge” – 1Co 1:10,2:15, 4:1-4, 2Co 6:6-7, Phi 1:9, 2Ti 3:16, 4:2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


