
LESSON 23 
 

 
 

2 Timothy 2:15-16 
Profane and Vain Babblings 

 
 

1. 2:15 – Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth 
a. 2:14-15 – Instructing the workman about how to use the word 

i. The word of God is sharper, dividing, and discerning - Heb 4:12 
b. 2:14 – Strive not about unprofitable words – instead, study, rightly dividing the word 
c. What is rightly dividing the word of truth? The precise partitioning of the word for profit. 

i. Prophecy/Mystery; Law/Grace; NewCov/NewCreature;Heaven/Earth; Flesh/Spirit 
ii. Right division is the cure for bad teaching that subverts hearers (20th-21st c USA) 

iii. Failing to rightly divide makes the word unprofitable subverting grace – Gal 5:2-4 
 

2. 2:16 – Paul’s Four-Letter S Word 
a. Shun ~def. To avoid, to neglect, not to come in contact, mix, or associate.  
b. Paul, apostle of grace, only one to use the word. Then, why is it perceived as legalistic? 
c. When the profane and vain describe behavior not words, then shun becomes legalistic.  
d. “Shun … babblings” - ‘strive not’ and ‘study’: ‘shew’ and ‘shun’ – all concern words  
e. Paul teaches that bad manners come from evil communications - 1 Cor 15:33 
f. The shun is for the sake of right doctrine being communicated – Rom 16:17, 1Tim 6:5 
g. Wrong teaching is to be avoided – wrongly dividing the word is to be avoided.  

 
3. 2:16 – Profane, Vain, and Ungodly 

a. Profanity not merely about cuss words, R rated movies, showing too much skin. 
b. Profane ~def. – Not holy, pure, or sanctified; secular, of the world.  

i. Timothy to avoid profane and vain babblings contrary to the faith – 1 Tim 6:20-21 
ii. They are profane because they ‘depart from the faith’ – 1 Tim 4:1 

iii. Profane babblings here are religious commands against God’s will – 1 Tim 4:3-4 
c. Vanity not merely about pride, flashy cars, and too much time on makeup and hair.   
d. Vain ~def. – Empty, worthless, ineffectual, without profit.   

i. What was once not a vain thing is now vain – Deu 32:47 cf 1 Tim 1:6 
ii. Colossians were tempted with vain babblings – Col 2:6-9, 2:18-23 

e. The words spoken (babblings) are not profitable to this end  they increase ungodliness.  
f. Godliness not simply about living right, keeping the law, and good works. 
g. Godliness ~def. Devotion to the truth of God (i.e. faithfulness, spirituality) 

i. Godliness is profitable; more profitable than exercising the body - 1 Tim 4:8 
ii. What exercises the body? Fables/commandments – 1 Tim 4:7, 2 Tim 4:4, Titus 1:4 

iii. Godliness increases with “words of faith and god doctrine” – 1 Tim 4:6 
iv. Ungodliness increases b/c the words deny the truth of God (mystery of Christ) 

h. Fail to rightly divide = more ungodliness -- rightly divide the word = more godliness.  
i. Rightly dividing law / grace and flesh / spirit increases godliness - Gal 3:3, 5:16, 26 

ii. Rightly dividing time past / but now increases godliness – Eph 2:15-18  
iii. Rightly dividing with law / without law increases godliness - Rom 3:21,28, 4:5, 5:6 


