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2 Timothy 2:11-13    
Faithful Sayings 

 

 

 

1. 2:11 – Faithful Sayings 

a. 4x Paul identifies a “faithful saying” (something always true) 

i. 1 Tim 1:15 – Salvation:     Christ Jesus came to save sinners 

i. 1 Tim 4:9   – Sanctification: Godliness profits the life that now is, and that to come 

ii. Titus 3:8    – Service:     Believers in God should maintain good works 

iii. 2 Tim 2:11 – Suffering:     If death, suffer, denial, doubt, glory is always in Christ 

b. There are four parts to this final faithful saying in a context about faithful workmanship 

i. 1st salvation (2:8), 2nd sanctification (2:9), 3rd service (2:10a), 4th suffering (2:10b) 

c. Warnings: 

i. You cannot change/mirror/flip the verse and it still be a faithful saying 

ii. “IF” introduces a condition, but also means “whether or not” or to grant, suppose 

iii. This saying works for speaking of salvation or service 

iv. This saying works for speaking of eternity or temporality 

v. The context is faithful workmanship: which can only happen now by believers 

vi. The four conditions are possible responses to the afflictions of 2 Tim 1:8, 2:9-10 

 

2. 2:11 – Death and Resurrection 

a. Christ died and rose from the dead – Peter, Paul, all knew that – 1 Cor 15:11 

b. What is the worst that can happen? Death? Then, we live – Phi 1:21, 2 Cor 5:1, 5:7 

c. “with him” - The death and resurrection as taught by Paul – 2 Tim 2:8 

d. If we be dead, we live with him – Rom 6:4-11, Gal 2:20, 6:14, Phi 3:10-12 

 

3. 2:12 – Suffering and Glory 

a. How to partake of suffering is the subject of ch 1 & 2 (and a fruit of the Spirit) 

b. Death reigned, sin reigns, righteousness reigns, grace reigns – Rom 5:14,17,21, 6:12, 8:18 

c. “why dost thou glory?” – 1 Cor 4:7-8 – they were reigning without faithfulness 

d. If sin, death, principalities have no dominion over you, then who/what does? 1 Cor 3:23 

e. Paul wanted to reign with them in Christ by his power – 2 Cor 4:6-12, 17, 6:10-11 

 

4. 2:12 – Don’t Live in Denial 

a. What can we deny him? Our obedience, will, members, faithful service. 1 Cor 6:19-20 

b. Every time Paul uses “deny” it refers to good works - 1Tim 5:8, 2 Tim 3:5, Titus 1:16, 2:12 

c. He saved us to be peculiar zealots of good works - Eph 2:10, 2 Cor 5:14, Rom 6:12-16 

d. What can he deny us? (nothing we received freely by grace – Mt 10:33) – Rom 8:32 

e. 2:6 – The result of the labor is fruit (understanding, wisdom) which is denied w/o labor 

f. There are results and consequences from our walk; an effect of the word is engaged 

g. If we deny him (serve the flesh), we reap what we sow - Gal 5:7, Eph 1:17, 1Cor 3:15 
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5. 2:13 – Faithfulness of Christ 

a. Unbelievers do not diminish the faithfulness of Christ – Rom 3:4 

b. Ignorant Christians do not hinder his faithfulness – 2 Tim 1:12, 2:7 

c. If in response to suffering – we believe not (i.e. doubt); he abides faithful � comfort  

d. Circumstance can cause doubt - 2 Cor 1:8-10; 7:4-6, 1 Thess 2:7-8, Gal 4:11, 4:20 

e. Christ is alway faithful to keep his word, promises, his body, your hope in glory.  

 

 

“Salvation is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory” 

 

If we be dead... He is our faith and hope 

If we suffer... He is our glory. 

If we deny... He is the Judge. (God is not mocked) 

If we believe not... He is the Truth. 

 

 


