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2 Timothy 2:3-6 
Describing Faithful Men 

 
 

 

 

1. Describing Faithful Men  

a. There are seven characters that describe faithful men in 2 Timothy 2 

b. Son (1) soldier (3) athlete (5) husbandman (6) workman (15) vessel (21) servant (24) 

c. 2:1-2 - A faithful son continues the legacy of his father, multiplies in his father’s image 

 

2. 2:3-4 - The Faithful Soldier 

a. A faithful soldier endures hardness to perform the duty entrusted - 2:3-4 

b. “endure hardness” - 2 Tim 3, Phi 1:27-30, 2 Cor 6:4-5 

i. We are at war - fight, warfare, armor, weapons, sword - 1 Tim 1:18 

ii. At war there is a need for discipline and duty - 2 Tim 2:4 

c. “entangleth himself with the affairs of this life” - speaking to a soldier’s duty/will 

i. Not a command to austerity or asceticism, but to responsibility -1Th 2:4-6 

ii. Not an excuse to reject work/family -1Th 4:11,2Th 3:6,1Ti 5:4-8,6:1,Eph 4:27-28 

iii. Not a justification for ignorance, evil, or disobedience - 1Tim 2:2, Rom 13:13-14 

d. “that he may please him who hath chosen him” - Our calling is of the Lord.  

i. A soldier is not free to please or pursue his own - 1Co 7:22, Gal 1:10, Eph 6:5-6 

ii. We choose who to please - Rom 6:16-17, 1 Tim 5:6, 2 Tim 3:2-4, Eph 2:3 

iii. In the flesh we cannot please God - Rom 8:8, 1 Th 4:1, Col 1:10, Gal 5:16 

iv. Your duty/calling is holy and acc. to grace, you are crucified - Gal 6:14, Phi 2:21 

 

3. 2:5 - The Faithful Athlete 

a. A faithful athlete strives acc. to the rules to obtain the crown - 2 Tim 2:5 

b. What rules? Grace, spirit, acc. to mystery doctrine - Gal 6:16, Phi 2:16, 3:16 

c. He brings his body under subjection - 1 Cor 9:23-27, Titus 2:2 

 

4. 2:6 - The Faithful Husbandman 

a. A faithful husbandman partakes of the fruits first - 2 Tim 2:6 (not Gen 3) 

b. He plants, waters, nurtures (1Cor 3), prunes for fruit (John 15), is patient (Jam 5:7) 

c. This is leadership, he labors to be first - 2 Th 3:9, Titus 2:7, 1 Tim 4:12 

d. A husbandman shows his faithfulness by his fruit - 1 Tim 3:10, Rom 1:15 

e. Faithfulness and charity go together - 1 Cor 16:13-14, 13:4-7 (Eph 5:29) 

 

5. Conclusion 

a. Faithfulness continues, endures, obeys, dutiful to God’s will, walks after the Spirit, 

reckons flesh dead, keeps the doctrine, zealous, labors to partake first, leads, fruitful. 

b. Not many believers see themselves as these things, but not many are faithful. 


