
LESSON 13 

 

 
 

2 Timothy 1:12-14 
Keeping the Commitment 

 
1. 1:12 - I Have Committed 

a. There is no shame in true belief and true love - Rom 1:16, 5:5-8, 1 Cor 16:22 

b. “I have committed” - Paul is unashamed due to the ability of the Lord (grace). 

i. This is not, “Commit yourself to the Lord” “Make a life commitment” “I will do” 

ii. Commit ~def. To pledge; to do some act or make declaration that binds a 

person to a course of conduct, adherence, or participation. (marriage, fasting) 

c. “keep that which” - Paul has entrusted the Lord with it, not himself.  

i. Commit ~def. To entrust, put into the power of another to store, preserve, keep 

ii. What did he commit to the Lord? 1 Pet 4:19, Col 3:2-3, 1Th 5:23-24 

iii. The Lord is faithful to keep you - 2Ti 2:12, 4:18, 1Co 1:8, 2Th 2:16-17,3:3, Phi 4:7 

iv. Why did he commit to him? The gospel of grace in v9-11 precludes his work.  

 

2. A Translation Problem 

a. “I have committed unto him” - popular new versions change this to say the opposite 

i. ESV, HCSB, CEV, NET make it something entrusted to Paul not God.  

ii. Which Bible matters when words are changed to say the opposite 

 

3. 1:13 - Hold Fast 

a. “hold fast” - (fast as in the word fasten) = don’t change the message - 1 Cor 4:1-2 

i. The definition of faithfulness - in marriage described as “to have and to hold”  

b. “the form of sound words” - The testimony/teaching of Paul - Rom 6:17, Titus 1:9, 2:1, 8 

c. What is shameful? Unfaithfulness = not holding and not keeping - Rom 1:18 

i. 1 Cor 15:33-34 - If the form is off, then the pattern is off.  

ii. “heard of me” - 2 Thess 3:14 - Not obeying the word Christ gave to Paul - 1Ti 6:4 

iii. Phi 3:19 - People glory in compromise and earthly things. 

iv. 1 Cor 6:5, Eph 5:17 - Being unwise concerning the will of the Lord 

v. Eph 5:11-12 - Unfruitful works of darkness - Eph 4:15, Ro 1:18, 1Co 5:8, 2Co 2:17 

d. “faith and love” -1 Ti 1:5, 2Ti 2:15,3:4,4:10 - Love/please something else over truth/God 

 

4. 1:14 - Keep By the Holy Ghost 

a. ”committed unto thee” - Paul had no man likeminded - Phi 2:20-21 

i. We have moved from our life in him to his life in us.  

b. “that good thing” - The faith (v5) gift (v6-7) testimony of the Lord (v8) sound words(v9) 

i. The ministry of the message - “form of sound words heard of me” v13 

c. “by the Holy Ghost” - how we live his life - Rom 8:1, 8:26, Gal 2:20, 1 Cor 2:13, 2 Cor 6:6 

i. Every commitment kept by God - v12 commit to God, v14 keep by God 

ii. Not by the Holy Ghost is to keep it by your own works, and not the faith 

iii. If ye continue in the faith, the hope of gospel makes unashamed - Col 1:23, 27 

iv. He that begun a good work in you will perform it - Phi 1:6 


