
LESSON 02 

 

 
 

2 Timothy 1:1-2 

My Dearly Beloved Son 

 
 

 

1. A Special Genre 

a. Prophecy, “thus saith the Lord” -- Epistolic, letter, instructive, as a father to children 

b. Paul’s letters are not theological treatises, but personal instructions to beloved people 

c. This is another’s personal mail (Timothy), but it is ours dispensationally (will of God) 

d. 1:1 - He begins & ends every epistle the same: personally, “Paul”, “grace be with you” 

 

2. A Special Apostle 

a. Apostle ~def. One sent as a chief messenger with a commission from God.  

b. Paul’s apostleship establishes his authority by Christ - Rom 1:5, 11:13, 1 Cor 14:37 

i. His apostleship not less than the twelve - 1 Cor 15:8-10, 2 Cor 11:5, Gal 2:6-9 

ii. His apostleship of the risen Christ (greater) - Gal 1:1, 1 Tim 2:7, 2 Tim 2:7-8 

c. Paul as chief, pattern, masterbuilder, dispenser - 1 Tim 1:15-16, 1 Cor 2:1, 3:10, 9:17 

d. If Paul did not have a special commission, he would not be an apostle (chief) - Gal 1:17 

e. If Paul was not chief, authoritative, apostolic, then Tim would face less shame - 1:8 

f. The uniqueness of Paul’s apostleship still not recognized widely today.  

 

3. By The Will of God 

a. “by the will of God” - which is no longer what it once was - 1 Tim 2:4-6, Eph 1:9, 3:1-9 

i. Paul’s apostleship only important if it is God’s will - Rom 16:25-26 

ii. Since the world began God revealed a will for a kingdom - Matt 25:34, Acts 3:21 

b. “according to the promise of life” - promised before revealed now -Titus 1:2-3 

i. This speaks to grace reigning over all today - Eph 3:6, Rom 5:21 

 

4. To My Dearly Beloved Son 

a. From “my own son in the faith” (1 Tim) to “my dearly beloved son” (2Tim) 

a. His own son speaks to his youth and being Paul’s convert - 1 Cor 4:1-2, 15-17 

b. He was saved by Paul’s ministry in Lystra - 2 Tim 3:10-11 

c. Acts 16:1-5 is not Tim’s salvation; it is his initiation to ministry - 2 Tim 3:15 

d. Tim was a Jew (by birth), also a Greek (father); Paul also Jew and Roman 

e. (He was circumcised, because he was a Jew but not of the circumcision) 

b. Timothy was a faithful: helps Paul write at least six inspired epistles, receives two.  

a. He suffered afflictions and infirmities with Paul - 1 Tim 5:23, 2 Tim 3:11 

b. He stayed behind when Paul left, and went ahead before him - 1Th 3:2 

c. Paul trusted him to do the work “as I also do” - 1 Cor 16:10-11 

d. The son brings joy and encouragement to the father - Acts 18:5 (3 John 4) 

e. Paul says of Timothy that he has “no man likeminded” - Phi 2:19-23 

c. Timothy was dearly loved by Paul as a son, which is fitting his final epistle is to him. 


