
LESSON 01 

 

 
 

2 Timothy 

Introduction 

 
1. Purpose of Studying 2 Timothy 

a. An epistle we have not yet studied verse by verse, yet we frequently reference 

b. To fortify the mission of our ministry, which abounds in this book 

c. To receive the exhortation necessary for those that have already learned the doctrine 

d. To listen to the last words and legacy of our apostle - 2 Tim 4:6-7 

 

2. What to Expect 

a. Details - 4 chapters, 83 verses, 1,666 words; “Pastoral epistle”, prison epistle 

b. Author: Paul, in bonds… again - 2 Tim 1:8, 1:16, 2:9 

c. Audience: Timothy/Timotheus - “man of God”, most mentioned by Paul (>20x) 

i. Minister to Ephesus and is in Ephesus - 2 Tim 1:16-18, 4:19 

ii. Ephesus, capital city of Asia; filled with distraction (religion, power, wealth, arts) 

iii. Paul left his pattern in Ephesus, exhorting elders to remember it – Acts 20:28-32 

d. Dispensational context: The last words and legacy of the apostle of God’s grace 

i. The dispensation of God’s grace, the body of Christ, has long been in operation. 

ii. Israel is fallen, Peter cannot be found, Paul is leaving the scene.  

iii. Written after Acts due to Asia 1:15, Rome 1:17, “finished” 4:6-7, Titus 4:10 

e. Popular passages: spirit of fear 1:7, study 2:15, all scripture 3:16, the good fight 4:7 

f. Purpose: To exhort a young man with much responsibility facing challenges (in and out) 

i. Exhort ~def.  To encourage, motivate, urge, incite to do what you should  

ii. See exhortation as inspiring them to do what they knew - 1Th 2:11, 4:1 

iii. “stir up” 1:6; “be partaker” 1:8, “hold fast” 1:13, “keep” 1:14; “be strong” 2:1 

iv. Tim was afraid, ashamed, and facing trouble - Paul says “get out there and fight” 

g. Themes: Faithfulness - 1:5, 13, 2:2, 11, 13, 3:14, 4:7 - faithful and unfaithful examples 

i. Response to the truth (6x) - 2:15, err in it 2:18, resist it 3:8, turn from it 4:4 

ii. Unashamed (4x) 1:8,12,16, 2:15, remembrance (5x), endure (5x) 2:3,10, 3:11,4:5 

iii. Workmanship shows up throughout (7x) 1:9, 2:15, 2:21, 3:17, 4:5 

iv. Identifying unfaithful (naming names 7x)- 1:15, 2:17, 2:25-26, 3:1-8, 4:10, 14-16 

v. Paul’s example, trust the Lord and His grace - 1:12,14, 2:15, 25, 3:15-17, 4:18,22 

 

3. Brief Outline 

a. Chapter 1 - Faithful testimony 

i. Power of God - Be unashamed 

b. Chapter 2 - Faithful workmanship 

i. Prepare yourself - Be the faithful man 

c. Chapter 3 - Faithful in the face of evil 

i. Perilous times and evil men - Be perfect 

d. Chapter 4 - Faithful in my absence  

i. Preach the word - Be instant 


