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2 Corinthians 13:7-14 LESSON 54
 

Do No Evil 
 

1. 13:5-6 - Be in the Faith 
a. “Examine ... prove your own selves” - A sharp rejoinder to accusations - 1Tim 5:1, 5:19 
b. “in the faith” - not just salvation, but living in the faith - Rom 6:10-11, Col 2:6-8, Eph 

2:10, 4:15-24, Gal 5:22, Phi 2:12, Rom 8:1 
i. The faith here not their faith, but the knowledge of Christ in them- 1 Tim 3:9 

c. Reprobate ~def. one who fails to be proved, rejected, unworthy, apostasy Titus 1:16 
i. “we are not reprobates” - 2 Cor 1:13, Paul is proved not abandoning faith 

 
2. 13:7-8 - Do No Evil 

a. “do no evil” - Why should anyone have to pray this prayer?  (1 Cor 13:5, 15:33) 
i. The world Gal 1:4, appearances 1Th 5:22, money 1Ti 6:10, deception 2 Ti 3:13 

b. “not that we ...” - it is not for his sake, but ultimately for truth’s sake.  
c. “do that which is honest” - you say you are Christ’s, then do no evil - 2 Tim 2:19 

i. “though we be as reprobates” - or so he has been accused of. 
d. “nothing against the truth” - Sarcasm - Rom 3:3-8, we don’t make truth, God is true. 

i. Paul is not against the truth, but if he were, he could not fight it. Acts 5:38-39 
ii. Heresies and deceptions manifest the soldiers & reprobate - 1 Cor 11:19 

iii. Don’t fear the truth when you are opposed - be for it, even if you “lose” 
 

3. 13:9-10 - We Wish Your Perfection 
a. (9) “we are glad” - If it means Christ is strong, or they are strong in Christ 

i. “when we are weak” - He desires them even if it means Phi 2:17 
b. “also we wish your perfection” - perfection = maturity, complete, fullness, unity 
c. “Therefore I write ... absent, lest being present” - They deserved a sharp sword.  
d. “I should use sharpness” - because he can be that - Titus 1:13  
e. “the power ... given me ... to destruction” - he can do damage by his authority 1Cor 5:5 

i. “to edification” - but his apostleship is to build something up. 2 Cor 10:8 
 

4. 13:11-14 - Finally, Brethren 
a. (11) - A list of admonitions ... remember the curse in 1 Cor 16:21-24 

i. Be perfect = to grow up as workman - 1 Cor 16:13, 2 Tim 3:17, Col 1:28 
ii. Be of good comfort = they were “suffering” - 2 Cor 1:3-5 

iii. Be of one mind = they were divided - 1 Cor 1:10, Phi 2:2, 3:16, 4:2 
iv. Live in peace = they were seeking to destroy - Rom 14:19, 1Th 5:13, 1Ti 2:2,8 

b. (12) “holy kiss” abused by making it sensual, ritual, ordinance, required for benefit 
i. Remember there is a context - 1 Th 5:25-27, Col 4:15-16, 2 Tim 4:21 

ii. Holy = perfect, good, as one, peaceful, sincere, blameless, pure - Rom 12:9-10 
iii. You gain no spiritual benefit by touching lips/cheeks - Eph 1:3, Col 2:10, 20 

c. (14) A Godhead verse like (name) Mt 28:19 and (work) Phil 2:1. 
i.  Grace = Christ’s work for us (Gal 1:6); Father’s Love commended toward us 

(Rom 5:8); Communion = Holy Spirit works in us (Eph 1:13, 4:3, 1Co 12:13)  


