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2 Corinthians 13:1-6 LESSON 53
 

Examine Yourselves 
 
 

1. 13:1-2 - Third Time’s a Charm 

a. “the third time” - 2 Cor 12:14, 2 Cor 13:1 
b. How many times did Paul go to Corinth? 1) Acts 18:1-18, 2 or 3?) Acts 20:3 
c. Where is the other trip?  

i. 1) The Bible is wrong; 2) It is not recorded; 3) we need to keep looking. 
ii. Either 2 or 3, there is no Bible mistake, Acts and the epistles are still reliable.  

d. A possible resolution found in how many epistles? 1 Cor 5:9, A: at least three 
e. 12:14 says “I am ready”, and 13:1 says “this is”, 12:2 “as if I were present” 1Cor 5:3-5 

 
2. 13:1-2 - Two or Three Witnesses 

a. “two or three witnesses” - from the law - Deu 19:15 (but Rom 6:14, 7:4, Gal 2:21!) 
b. The law can be used and is profitable - 1 Tim 1:8, 5:19, 2 Tim 3:16 
c. Paul using the spiritual application for ... what is fair warning or sufficient proof? 
d. Matt 18:15-18 is kingdom teaching under law.  

i. Salvation was found in the kingdom remnant - 1 John 2:19 
ii. Compare this to 2 Th 3:14-15 and 1 Cor 5:5, 2 Cor 2:7 under grace.  

e. “if I come again” - in the condition described in 12:20-21 
f. “I will not spare” - Rom 16:17, 1 Cor 5:5, 5:11, 2Th 3:6,1Tim 1:19-20, 2Ti 3:5, Titus 3:10 

 

3. 13:3-4 - Weakness and Power 

a. “proof of Christ speaking in me” - The accusation made clear.  
i. Paul knew he was speaking by inspiration and for Christ.  

b. “which to you-ward is not weak” - if they want the rod they will get it. 1 Cor 4:21 
c. “crucified ... yet he liveth” - His power was not in flesh, but in resurrection Rom 8:11 
d. “we also are weak in him, but ...” - 2 Cor 6:9 
e. “by the power of God toward you” - The gospel of Christ - Rom 1:16, Rom 6:8-11 

 

4. 13:5-6 - Examine Yourselves 

a. “Examine yourselves” - How does one do this?  
i. 1 John wrongly used as the test of the true Christian salvation today 

ii. 10 tests! 1 John 1:7, 1:8, 2:3, 2:15, 2:23, 3:2, 3:9, 3:14, 4:6, 4:15  law 
iii. Their out: if you desire to do it, but struggle, you pass.  
iv. How do you show your faith without works? Jam 2:18, answer: Rom 3-5. 

b. How to you examine yourself? Col 2:6-7 and Eph 4:17-24 is good. 
c. “in the faith” - Not just salvation, but the effectual working - 1Th 2:13, Gal 5:22 

i. They needed reminded that the Spirit dwelt in them: 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20 
d. Reprobate ~def. someone who fails to be proved, abandoned to sin, Titus 1:16 
e. “Jesus Christ is in you, except ... “ - W/o Christ they are reprobates. Not appearance. 
f. “we are not reprobates” - lost to sin, abandoned to sin, we are saved by grace and 

proved by this epistle, our labor, and that Christ is in you.  


