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2 Corinthians 12:13-21 LESSON 52
 

The Burden of Ministry 
 
 

1. The Burden of Ministry 
a. Ministry is service to others for Christ’s sake; it requires unrewarded work. 1Cor 3:6 
b. Doing grace ministry means taking the burden - Rom 15:1, Gal 6:1-2 
c. God gives growth. Til people choose to let him work, don’t expect right responses. 
d. People you will see in ministry: ungrateful, unloving, unfaithful, unrighteous 
e. You can hear Paul’s love & burden, but also frustration, fear, and disappointment. 

 
2. 12:11-13 - How Were You Inferior  

a. “ye have compelled me: for I ought...” - Paul was their apostle, father, founder, minister.  
b. “Truly the signs ...” - there should be no doubt or question due to what they saw. 
c. “what is it therein ye were inferior” - Paul did not respect persons, but maybe they did 
d. “except ... “ - Paul taking the burden on himself was in order to minister to them 
e. Others (Phil, Thess) bore his burden. Paul praises their growth - 1Th 1:5-8, 3:10 
f. “forgive me this wrong” - strong sarcasm. This “wrong” was better for them (to grow) 
g. They were treated differently; he gave them more - 1Cor 12:22-25 w/o thanks 

 
3. 12:14-15 - A Parent’s Love 

a. “third time... and I will not be burdensome” - He is not changing his ways for their sake. 
b. “for I seek not yours, but you” - Prioritize people over purses. Maturity over money. 
c. “children ought not to lay up...” - Parent = Paul; Children = Corinthians 
d. “gladly spend and be spent for you” - Which is required for parenting and ministry.  
e. “the more I love you, the less I be loved” - Which means they do not want his love.  

i. True grace ministry, unconditional love, is not easy - Gal 4:16 
ii. Don’t confuse loving someone with being loved by them. 1Co 8:3, 2Co6:1,3,6 

 
4. 12:16-19 - I Did Not Burden You 

a. “be it so... “ - Paul continues bearing their burden, through backbiting and betrayal. 
b. “being crafty, I caught you with guile” - By their failure to perform 2 Cor 8:7-11, 9:13 

i. Guile ~def. Cunning, deceit, duplicity.  
c.  “Did I make a gain of you... Did Titus?“- Being accused of greed, but no one profited.  
d. “in the same spirit... the same steps” - not a burden, bearing a burden, free service 
e. “excuse ourselves” - Paul is not making excuses, he is honest in his love/service.  

 
5. 12:20-21 -  I Fear ... 

a. “shall not find you such as I would” - he fears being frustrated by their lack of growth 
b. “debates, envyings, ... “ - What was happening in Corinth that provoked these letters. 

i. All these come by pride, walking after flesh, failure to accept reproof, drama. 
c. “God will humble me” - Ministers can’t change people. Gal 4:11, Phi 2:16, 1Th 2:13,3:5 
d. “which have sinned already” - Unrighteousness can be a symptom of false repentance. 
e. The claimed strength, but testified weakness - Ro 6:23, Ga 5:19, 1Ti 1:5,3:9; 2Ti 2:19 


