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2 Corinthians 12:7-10 LESSON 50
 

Sufficient Grace 
 
 

 
1. 12:6 - The Foolishness of Glorying 

a. 12:6 - “lest any man think of me above” - There is a danger to glorying.  
i. You are not the head - Rom 12:3 

ii. You are nothing (without Christ) - Gal 6:3 
iii. You cannot glory and have the mind of Christ - Phi 2:3-4 
iv. Glorying in your achievements is contrary to grace/mystery/body of Christ. 

 
2. 12:7 - The Thorn in the Flesh 

a. What is it?  eyes Gal 4:13-15, necessities 1Co 4:11, 2Co 6:4, presence, 2 Cor 6:4, 10:10 
i. Paul calls it “the messenger of Satan” - 11:13-14, 1 Tim 1:20, 2 Tim 4:14 

ii. The mystery of iniquity here, too - 2 Th 2:9, 1 Th 2:18, 1 Cor 16:9, Rev 2:9 
iii. The buffeting, suffering, tribulation was part of his mission - Acts 9:15 

b. Given? Given to Paul... not you; The course of the world opposes God’s will 
c. For what purpose? An expedient one. “lest I should be exalted above measure” (2x) 
d. God purposed he be brought low - 1 Cor 15:9, Eph 3:8 - to minister his grace. 

 
3. 12:8 - Paul’s Prayer 

a. “I besought the Lord thrice” - which sounds much like Gethsemane - Matt 26:36-44 
b. “that it might depart from me” - He prays for deliverance, healing, help, and is denied. 
c. Prayer: you request of your purpose - Phi 4:6, God answers out of his - Rom 8:26-28 
d. Paul is learning something about grace here - Phi 4:11-13, 2 Cor 8:9 
e. The apostle of grace was an apostle in prison, infirmed, sick, and weak.  

 
4. 12:9 - Grace is Sufficient 

a. This at the heart of the gospel of grace, stand by grace, grace walk, grace message. 
b. “my grace is sufficient” Grace is not weak, it works. It’s the “power of Christ”  
c. “my strength is made perfect in weakness” - Weakness requires grace. Rom 4:1-5, Rom 5 
d. Sufficient means it is all you need, all you will ever need, you’ll never need more. 
e. The strength/power of Christ is found in grace - 2 Tim 1:7, 2:1 
f. Grace = his might/strength/work/power given to the weak - Eph 6:10, Gal 3:22 

 
5. 12:10 - The Pleasure in Infirmities 

a. The glory of God is not found in his righteous rule, holy people, or miracles, today.  
b. Every evil deed, weakness, failure, struggle, infirmity, sinner demands grace.  
c. The power of Christ, the glory of God, is in his grace - 2 Cor 4:15, Eph 1:6 
d. Our lives are lived for the sake of Christ - Gal 2:20-21, 5:4 
e. When you are weakest for Christ is when Christ is your strength. 
f. If you rejoiced in him, infirmity would work hope - Rom 5:4, Phi 1:20, 2Cor 4:7-11 
g. The pleasure and joy in that you witness what Christ HAS GIVEN you: grace.   


