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2 Corinthians 11:16-21 LESSON 47
 

Answering a Fool 
 
 
 

1. 11:16 - A Fool in Glorying 
a. The Corinthians were either foolish or being persuaded by fools.  
b. What makes a fool? Someone who walks contrary to wisdom. Eph 5:15-18 

i. The world is full of fools - Rom 1:21-22 
c. Foolish: respond to a fool in kind. Wisdom: return reproof to a fool. Prov 26:1-12 

i. Accepting error, foolish questions (Ti 3:9), he said-she said, ad hominem,   
ii. Let the ignorant be ignorant! Don’t let them be “wise” - 1 Cor 14:38 

iii. “wise in your own conceit” - see Rom 6:3, 6:16, 7:1, 11:25, 12:16, 1Cor 3:16, 5:6... 
iv. Not about name-calling, but is spiritual judgment - 1 Cor 2:15-3:3, 15:36 

d. Glorying in yourself and your flesh is foolish. See 1 Cor 1:22-29, Gal 6:14 
e. To know what is foolish and folly, you must increase in wisdom of Christ - Phi 1:9 

 
2. 11:17 - Not After the Lord 

a. He just said that the truth of Christ is in me - 11:10 
b. “not after the Lord” - because the Lord is not foolish, it is not after him.  
c. Paul has no confidence in the flesh b/c of Christ - Phi 3:3 
d. Views of inspiration: natural, partial, mechanical, verbal plenary (complete word) 
e. Inspiration is not revelation, preservation, inaccurate, understanding, exhaustive 
f. Inspiration: God working in men to produce necessary words - 2Sam 23:2, Acts 1:16 

i. Sometimes God dictates - Jeremiah 30:2, but all times it is 2 Pet 1:20-21, 3:2 
g. Who is speaking? “speak I, not the Lord” - 1 Cor 7:6, 10, 12, 25, 40, 2Pet 3:16, 2Ti 3:16 
h. Paul’s words inspired throughout by the Spirit - 1Co 14:37, 1 Th 4:8, 1 Th 2:13 

 
3. 11:17-21 - Sarcasm 

a. Paul is calling out foolishness by saying it takes one to know one, so let me be one. 
b. “as it were foolishly” - Claiming wisdom, but ironically speaking the opposite.  
c. Sarcasm ~def. Use of irony or saying the opposite to provoke or identify foolishness 

i. Good use of sarcasm  to answer a fool, reprove, warn, exhort.  
ii. Bad use of sarcasm  to complain, murmur, exalt, destroy, and insult.  

iii. Paul used sarcasm before  1 Cor 4:8-10, 14; 6:4-5; 2 Cor 8:7 
d. (18) “seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will ...” - in order to be like them (sarcasm) 
e. (19) “ye suffer fools gladly” - They did not claim to, but Paul calls their teachers fools. 

i. Suffer here is not pain, but enduring, accepting, bearing, permitting. 
f. “seeing yourselves are wise” - Paul is calling them fools here, like in Gal 3:1-3 
g. (20) “for ye suffer...” - extreme irony: these “grace” receivers accepted...  

i. Men who put them under (law, debt, burden, inferiority, insult) Ti 1:10-11 
ii. “God called me”,”God has blessed me”,”God gifted me”, numbers, $$, likes 

h. (21) “any is bold, I am bold also” - Me, too!  speaking foolishly = sarcasm 
i. The real sarcasm is revealed when he starts describing his boldness/boast/glory.  


